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CZ PRES: KEEPING THE MOMENTUM



TRADITION and EXPERIENCE 
WITH ECOLOGICAL 
RESTORATION

• Revitalization of streams, rivers, 
peat bogs, mires…

• Ecological restoration of mines
and quarries

• Restoration of landscape features

•...annual restoration measures
worth tens of millions CZK



BACKGROUND DATA



GETTING READY (before adoption of NRR)

• Analysing the text - obligations

• Gap analysis – data, monitoring, knowledge…

• Legal requirements – adaptation of national legislation

• Bilateral meetings (ministries, stakeholders, experts…)

• EU MS + EC consultations

• Communication (webinars, articles…)



Ensuring policy coherence

CAP + Strategic 
plansNational 

Energy and 
Climate Plan 

(NECP)

RED + 
Renewables 
acceleration 

areas
…

Mandatory identification 
of synergies (adaptation, 
mitigation) + prioritization 
of measures

Natura 2000 Mandatory 
coordination

National 
strategy for 
pollinators



National Restoration Plan (NRP) 
GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE
• Horizontal Coordination Platform – umbrella for strategic planning and decisions, 

evaluates and approves the output of the working groups

• Thematic Expert Groups (TEGs) according to the thematic articles

• 1st round of meetings in October-November 2024: setting the baseline

• 2nd round of meetings April-May 2025: suggestions for measures and tools

• Ad-hoc expert group on implementation tools (finance, communication and other 
cross-cutting themes)

• WG Legal adaptation + WG Data (work independently)

• Informal Exchange Group among EU MS



NRP governance structure



PARTICIPATION AND TRANSPARENCY

• 5 thematic expert groups, 20-30 actors/ each

• Horizontal coordination platform – overarching, „high-level“

• Ad hoc expert group for implementation tools (finance, 
communication etc.)

• Nomination process for working groups since 12/2023

• Broad variety of actors: Government, academia and research 
institutes, NGOs, associations, individual experts, land owners and 
managers, youth organisations, business, municipalities, journalists…

,,How to make the process open, transparent, accessible?‘‘



RESTORATION OF 
TERRESTRIAL, COASTAL 
AND FRESHWATER 
ECOSYSTEMS
(Art. 4)

Outputs and next steps:
•Prioritization of habitat types for restoration 
from Annex I - focus on habitats with 
unfavourable conservation status of the 
favourable reference area (FRA) and function, 
priority given for Natura 2000 areas
•Assessment of species' biotope affinity and 
identification of species for which restoration 
is difficult to implement (based only on FRA), 
also outside of Natura 2000
•Development of an interactive online
interface – spatial information on habitats and 
their condition (used also for public, private 
investments etc.)



RESTORATION OF URBAN 
ECOSYSTEMS
(Art. 8)

Outputs and next steps:
•Identify and map urban ecosystem areas – analysis of the 
options (Lanscape Research Center - VÚK)
•EU methodological guidelines for datasets, key definitions, 
and procedures related to the delineation and monitoring of 
urban ecosystem areas
•Awareness of local governments and municipalities – 
necessity to closely cooperate, Urban Greening Plans – EU 
wide initiative – qualitative aspects of restoration, green 
infrastructure
•Link to spatial planning (Ministry of Regional Development)



RESTORATION OF THE 
NATURAL CONNECTIVITY 
OF RIVERS AND NATURAL 
FUNCTIONS OF THE 
RELATED FLOODPLAINS 
(Art. 9)

Outputs and next steps:

•EU Free Flowing Rivers methodology (ECOSTAT) –
pilot watershed studies

• Database of barriers (AOPK) – data collection 
from River Basins State Enterprise and Czech State 
Forest (new methodology + citizen science)

•Selection of watercourses for restoration + draft 
measures to support natural functions

• In the future – restoration measures in  
part of the River Basin Management 
Plans



RESTORATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL 
ECOSYSTEMS
(Art. 11)

RESTORATION OF 
FOREST ECOSYSTEMS
(Art. 12)

Outputs and next steps:

• Preparation of the Strategy for the Protection of Pollinators 
in the Czech Republic (LIFE Prospective)

• Building EU wide taxonomic capacities for monitoring –
EPIC Bee / EPIC Fly project

• Selection of indicators
• Prioritization of areas for restoration
• Methodology – high diversity landscape features
• Tools for motivation ( farmers, land owners  - post 2027 CAP 

+ Strategic Plan preparations)
• EU Forest monitoring framework
• Regional Forest Development Plans

RESTORATION 
OF POLLINATOR 
POPULATIONS 
(Art. 10)



CHALLENGES

• NRL as a shared responsibility: how do we get everyone on board?
• Whole-of-government approach
• Whole-of-society approach

• Capacities (across the scale of actors)
• Different expectations among stakeholders
• Finance (investments x return of investments, )
• Short time frame X natural processes take long time (vegetation cycles, 

external factors - droughts, floods, climate change…)
• Administrative burden (e.g. NRP uniform format, reporting)
• Cross-border elements (rivers, forests etc.)
• Real political support?



LESSONS LEARNED

• Start early with involving key actors, shared ownership is a key (and an answer to 
adressing complexity)

• Look for allies – connect with likeminded actors and use their capacity (incl. 
political support, support of general public – good communication strategy)

• Identify what already works in restoration in your national context 

• Ensuring policy coherence (but also reaching certain level of understanding) is a 
long-term task

• NRL as a cross-cutting theme: change of mindset (government, society...)

• Long-term horizon planning (2050) requires change of mindset

• Embrace adaptive approach

• Pooling knowledge and resources (joint research and data sharing, capacity 
building and training), peer learning

• Strenghtening cross-border and regional cooperation in NRPs, synergies, 
exchange of information among the EU MS, candidate countries and others



NEXT STEPS

• Legal adaptation process

• October-November 2025: Expert consultations/ working groups for 
each article

• November 2025: Drafting restoration measures

• December 2025: First draft of NRP ready

• March 2026: Public consultation

• June 2026: Government approval process

• September 2026: Submitting NRP to EK for feedback

• September 2027: First NRP comes into force



Project: Central-European 
Science-Policy-Society Platform
• Biodiversa+ cascading call BioAgora

• Aims to strengthen science-policy-society interface for BDS2030 
policies in Czechia

• Brings experts, decision-makers, and other key actors closer together, 
providing them with the tools and support needed for a coordinated 
response to biodiversity challenges, while employing innovative co-
creation practice

• Includes expert support for implementation of NRR and National 
Restoration Plans (NRPs)→ cooperation of relevant actors in Czechia 
has already started (consultations, workshops – increased capacity 
for NRP preparation)



Thank you for your attention!

nature@mzp.gov.cz

mailto:nature@mzp.gov.cz
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