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What is Soutok ?

The so-called „Moravian Amazon“ is the largest  

floodplain complex in Czechia.

●Main threatening factors: Water regime, forest 

management and hunting

●Between 1990 and 2009, more than half of the old 

growth forests in this area were lost.

●The „Forests of the Czech Republic“ comp. rejects the 

criticism. According to them, today's floodplain forests 

in the area are the result of more than three hundred 

years of forestry management.





Management in the past

●Before WW I, the Lichtenstein aristocratic family 

preserved areas with a primeval forest character.

●After WW II, the forests were nationalized and formed 

the Iron Curtain border - economic activities in the area 

were significantly limited – this meant no logging, this 

influenced the age structure of stands.

●Significant influence - establishment of a game reserve 

for red deer and fallow deer in the 1960s - herds: 300 

red deer and 200 fallow deer.

●Change in the water regime after the construction of the 

Nové Mlýny dam series and other water management 

adjustments



Current management

The restoration system in the game reserve has been 

adapted to commercial breeding.

Forest management in the Tvrdonice, Valtice and 

Mikulov forestry units is carried out using classic clear-

cutting.

Forests managed by the state enterprise Forests of the 

Czech Republic (state owns more than 95 % of the land)

Water management is run by the state enterprise Povodí 

Moravy



History of efforts to protect this area



1972 initiative

The Regional Center for State Heritage Care and Nature 

Conservation proposes the declaration of the Pálava 

Protected Landscape Area, which should include the 

Pavlovské vrchy Hills, Lednice-Valtice Area and Soutok



Legal status in 1976

●The Pálava Protected Landscape Area was declared by a 

decree of the Ministry of Culture of  Czechoslovakia on 

March 19, 1976, covering an area of 83 km². Without the 

Lednice-Valtice Area and without the Soutok



Status in 1989

The system of Nové Mlýny reservoirs was completed in 

1989. Not only did it destroy the floodplain forests with 

wetland or aquatic communities in the area where it 

was built, but, due to its handling order, it also changed 

the water regime downstream of the Dyje River, 

including the Soutok.





Main dam of the reservoirs



1989  initiative

The Regional Center for State Heritage Care and Nature 

Conservation prepares a decree enlarging the Pálava 

Protected Landscape Area, which would then include 

the Lednice-Valtice Area and the Soutok, including 

floodplain forests with wetland or aquatic communities.



1990 initiative

In the early 1990s, a bilateral (later trilateral) activity 

arose, proposing the creation of three large national 

parks along the Morava and Dyje rivers (under the 

patronage of WWF)



Status  in 1991

In the Czech Republic, the proposal to declare a National Park was rejected in favor of declaring a Protected Landscape Area.



Status  in 1992

The proposal of 1989 is suspended by the 

minister of environment until the adoption of a 

new Act on Nature and Landscape Protection. 

Subsequent submission for approval to the 

government is promised by the minister.



1992 initiative

The Lednice-Valtice area is declared a Heritage zone by 

the Ministry of Culture in 1992. (Includes a small part of 

Soutok)

The Heritage zone has legislative effect only in the area 

of heritage care; nature protection cannot be applied to 

it.



1993 initiative

Wetlands of the lower Podyjí (11,525 ha, incl. Soutok) become part of the List of internationally important wetlands as RS9 (Ramsar Site)

Internationally important wetlands have no basis in Czech legislation!



Another 1993 initiative

IUCN Vice-President Dr. Čeřovský and Michael Smart, on behalf of the Ramsar Convention, called on the Minister of the Environme



1996 initiative

The Lednice-Valtice area with an area of 284 km² was 

inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1996. It 

is considered the largest composed landscape in Europe. 

To the northwest, it is connected to the Pálava 

Protected Landscape Area.

World cultural heritage  

has no basis in

Czech legislation!



2003 initiative

The Lower Morava Biosphere Reserve was established as 

part of the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere program in 

2003. It includes Soutok.

The Biosphere Reserve has no basis in Czech legislation!



Status in 2005

The government by-law on Natura 2000 included

Soutok as  Site of Community Interest „Soutok Podluží“

Government by-laws  

alone do not ensure

the protection of the

territory



Status in 2008

In 2008, the list of Sites of Comunity Importance (SCI) in 

the Czech Republic was published in the Official Journal 

of the EU. The Soutok-Podluží SCI is also listed there. EU 

member states are obliged to protect all SCIs as SACs. 

From this moment on, a six-year period to ensure legal 

protection of the site begins.



2008 initiative

The government authority for nature conservation, AOPK 

ČR, proposes Soutok as separate Protected Landscape 

Area Soutok, which would include the floodplains of the 

Dyje River downstream of the village Nové Mlýny and the 

floodplains of the Morava River downstream of the town 

of Hodonín all the way to their confluence, with a total 

area of ​​13,938 ha.

●The documentation states: "The area of the Soutok is a 

priority with regard of ensuring the protection of important 

European sites of the Natura 2000 system."



2011 initiative

The Ministry of the Environment begins preparing the 

declaration of Protected Landscape Area (PLA) Soutok

based on the government by-law of 2005 and the 

proposal from 2008. Some mayors of the affected 

municipalities as well as the Czech Forestry state 

enterprise did not agree with the declaration. The 

Minister of the Environment scrapped the already 

prepared declaration of the PLA.





Status in 2014

The six-year deadline for legal protection of Sites of 

Community Importance (SCI) in the Czech Republic 

passed in vain. The European Commission DG ENVI 

received a complaint against the Czech Republic for 

failing to fulfill its obligations in the area of protection 

of Natura 2000 sites of European importance Soutok -

Podluží. The complaint was registered under the 

reference CHAP (2014)00196.



2018 initiative

After futile unofficial negotiations, the EC launches the 

so-called Pilot Administrative Proceedings, which may 

turn into a so-called Infringement proceedings, which 

usually leads to a high fine

●The Ministry of Environment gives the go-ahead for  

proposals for the declaration of small local protected 

areas: Lanžhotské pralesy  and Soutok  



2021 initiative

Petition to Save the Moravian Amazon is 

started.The petition is submitted to the Ministry 

of Environment on December 31, 2021, with a 

total of 13,264 signatures



2024 initiative

The Ministry of Environment returns to preparing 

the declaration of Protected Landscape Area 

Soutok on the basis of an EU administrative 

process called Pilot, which was initiated based 

on complaint CHAP (2014) 00196.



Status in 2025

●The declaration of the small-scale protected areas (National 

Nature Reserve Lanžhotské pralesy and National Nature 

Monument Soutok) was completed on January 1, 2025. In addition 

to a wide range of rare and especially protected species and their 

biotopes, the habitats themselves and, last but not least, natural 

processes will also be protected here.

The Soutok Protected Landscape Area was approved by the           

government on January 15, 2025. The area  become a                   

Protected Landscape Area on July 1, 2025.The PLA includes           

substantial parts of SCI Soutok-Podluží (9,364 ha out of a total      

of 9,718 ha).



Status in 2025



Conservation marathon

From 1972, when the first real plan to 

protect the Soutok was published, to 

2025, when it was declared a 

protected area

53 years have passed

(Guinness Book of Records?)



White stork (Ciconia ciconia)



Natura 2000 species

Cucujus cinnaberinus

Osmoderma barnabita

Cerambyx cerdo

●



Heritage of Soutok

The heritage of Soutok is like a Castle of 

Ruins. Partly stolen, partly destroyed, 

partly lost.But it is still

● heritage
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