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About DANUBEPARKS

DANUBEPARKS is the Network of Protected Areas along 

the Danube River, working together since 2009. It currently 
consists of 20 Protected Areas from 9 Danube countries.

ɊThe mission of the DANUBEPARKS Association is to preserve, develop and restore the Danube River, its 
main tributaries, and surrounding wetlands. As a cohesive ecosystem, it should be an inspiring lifeline 

for all the inhabitants of this European macroregion.ɉ



1.Donauauwald Neuburg-Ingolstadt (DE)

2.Narrow Valley of the Danube in Passau district (DE)

3.Wachau Protected Landscape Area (AT)

4.Donau-Auen National Park (AT)

5.Z§horieProtected Landscape Area (SK)

6.Dunajsk®luhy Landscape Protected Area (SK)

7.Fertº-H§nsagNational Park (HU)

8.Duna-Ipoly National Park (HU)

9.Duna-Dr§va National Park (HU)

10.Kopaļki rit Nature Park (HR)

11.Regional Park Mura-Drava in

Osijek-Baranja County (HR)

12.Lonjsko Polje Nature Park (HR)

13.Gornje Podunavlje Nature Reserve (RS)

14.Djerdap National Park (RS)

15.Iron Gates Natural Park (RO)

16.Persina Nature Park (BG)

17.Rusenski Lom Nature Park (BG)

18.Comana Natural Park (RO)

19.Lower Prut Nature Reserve (MD)

20.Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve (RO)

DANUBEPARKS members
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Declaration of Tulcea
-αAppeal for the Development of the Danube River Network of 
Protected Areasέsigned on 19 April 2007, in Tulcea(Romania)

- Signedby representativesof 8 ProtectedAreas:

αόΧύSharing the common mission of the conservation of 
natural resources and heritage of international interest for 
current and future generationsόΧύέ



- Signedby representativesof 12 ProtectedAreas:

Declaration of Vienna

-αAgreement on future co-operation and joint activities of 
DANUBEPARKSέsigned on 9thof June2009, in Vienna(Austria)

αόΧύFocussingon the following:
1. Improvementof river morphologyandriver revitalization
2. Floodplainmanagement andhabitat network
3. Conservation activitiesfor Danube flagshipespecies
4. Implementationof NATURA 2000 & transnational

monitoring
5. Danube nature tourism
6. Communicationanddisseminationέ



Establishing formal Association

The non-profit DANUBEPARKS Association was founded in 2014
(in the frameof the DANUBEPARKS STEP 2.0 project).

It wasa clear signal of our long-term and 
shared commitment ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴǳōŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
heritage, the founding of the DANUBEPARKS 
Association will enable us to intensify our 
joint conservation efforts.



Projects & activities

Networking and

Ecological Connectivity
projects

LIFE projects (ongoing)

Latest Associationôs
projects

Action plans, strategies, 
initiativesé

éawards and
recognitions.





1st winner of FoundationPrizeαLiving5ŀƴǳōŜέ
(2020) 

Natura 2000 Award
(2015)



DANUBEPARKS Associationôs

projects in 2025



DANUBE4all project (actions in

Donau-Auen National Park)

UpperDanube Demo Site:
ParadeisIsland restoration

αDANUBE4allaims to restore freshwaterecosystems in the Danube 
River Basin through the development of a comprehensive, 
scientifically-based and practically-orientated Restoration Action 
PlanΦέ

5-year, Horizon Europe funded project consists of a consortium of 48 
Partners and Associated Partners from14 European countries.

Project budget: ɚ7,968,216.13
(DANUBEPARKS: ɚ 578,125.00)



DANUBE4all project (actions in

Donau-Auen National Park)

UpperDanube Demo Site: ParadeisIsland restoration (ongoing)

BEFORE

AFTER



Paradeis Lost project (actions in

Donau-Auen National Park)

Technicaldocumentationfor 
Paradeisinselrestoration finalised; 

on-site samplingdone
(2025)

Follow-up measure: removalof 9 
river groynessupportedby ORP 

(2026)

(additionalϵ оллΦллл secured)



Å Islands ς αflagship habitatsά 
for intact river ecosystems;

ÅWILDislands ς key sites for 
characteristic riparian 
species;

Å at the Danube, >80 % of the 
Little ringed Plover breed on 
islands;

Photos: Donau-Auen National 
Park/Franz Kern

LIFE WILDisland project
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Category A = WILDislands (natural islands) 
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in total: 912 islands - 138,415 ha



WILDislands Inventory 
Interreg DTP 
DANUBEparksCONNECTED



Budget: ú 14,222,637

(65 % EU co-funding) 

Duration: 2021-2027



LIFE WILDisland (actions in

Donau-Auen National Park)

- largestcontinuousriverbankrestorationon the Danube (~ 3 km)
- The result will be a lively, dynamic side arm system with well-

circulated, wave-protected backwaters, which represents a true 
paradise for fish, birds, and rare floodplain forests.

Schwalbeninselrestoration (officially started on 1 October2025)



LIFE WILDisland (actions in

Slovakia - BROZ)

- In 2012, BROZ initiated the first pilot 
restoration action

SapIslandrestoration (ongoing)

- restoration of the former river branch
- material filling up the upper part of the former riverbed will be removed
- one of the former islands will be restored, on land access to the island will be possible only during low 

water periods



DANUBEdragonCONSERVATION

(actions in Marcelov§)

Å Overall size of purchased land:6.5769 ha
Å Grazing inaŀǊŎŜƭƻǾł- fence installation, cattle grazing

started(water buffaloes) ςmaintainingopenhabitats

LandpurchaseaŀǊŎŜƭƻǾł, Slovakia



WILDisland concept

ÅSuccessfully tested within several practical conservation projects:
Å LIFE WILDisland

ÅDANUBE4all

ΧƴŜŜŘŜŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ

Dec. 2018


