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Introduction 

1. Since the accession to the OECD in 2000, Slovakia’s environmental performance 

was reviewed for the second time in 2011 by the OECD Working Party on Environmental 

Performance (WPEP). The WPEP findings were published as the Environmental 

Performance Review (EPR) of the Slovak Republic, together with the evaluations and 

recommendations.  

2. The EPR produced 35 recommendations in areas such as greening growth, 

environmental policy implementation, international co-operation, climate change and 

energy, and agriculture and the environment.  

3. The submitted mid-term evaluation describes the measures taken by the Slovak 

Republic in the context of the OECD recommendations, summarises the continuous 

progress in implementation of the above, and serves as a basis for processing of the third 

EPR of Slovakia (scheduled for 2021 or 2022). It is also expected to contribute positively 

to further discussion on environmental policy development in the Slovak Republic.  

4. It can be said that most of the recommended measures were either partially or fully 

implemented and several of them were, or will be, included in the decisions and legislation 

of the ministries and the government of the Slovak Republic aimed at environmental 

promotion and performance in Slovakia. On the other hand, some of the recommendations 

were implemented incompletely, or not at all. In particular, these areas are environmental 

taxes and the areas representing the biggest challenges for Slovakia, i.e. waste management, 

waste water, and air quality. Out of the five main areas under review, a more significant 

progress was achieved in international co-operation and climate change and energy, while 

a more moderate progress with a potential for improvement was observed in the areas of 

greening growth, environmental policy implementation and agriculture and environment. 

5. The mid-term environmental performance review summarises the development in 

the implementation of all 35 recommendations, divided into two parts. The first part of the 

report provides a more detailed description of the main progress in the implementation of 

the selected recommendations as well as the measures planned by the Slovak Republic to 

be adopted in the future. The second part summarises the measures taken for the remaining 

recommendations in which the progress has been slower, the assessment of this progress is 

not so detailed and complex. In addition, the report highlights cross-sectoral efforts and 

linkages in addressing environmental issues (an area emphasised also in the Agenda 2030). 

Both sections are supplemented by hyperlinks, providing more detailed processing of 

relevant issues. 

6. The third part of the report consists of a table of selected indicators, elaborated by 

the OECD Secretariat, structured into five groups of indicators: socio-demographic; 

economic and foreign; government revenue and expenditure; the labour market, experience 

and innovation; and the environment. 
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Key developments – progress on individual recommendations 

7. This section captures the main advances, and measures taken and planned to 

implement the OECD's various selected recommendations in areas such as greening 

growth, environmental policy implementation, international co-operation, climate change 

and energy, and agriculture and the environment. 



10 │ ENV/EPOC/WPEP(2018)6 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REVIEWS 
For Official Use 

1.  Greening growth 

Box 1.1. Greening growth: Recommendation 1 

Review the efficiency and effectiveness of environmentally related taxes in achieving their 

environmental objectives, and their coherence with other economic instruments. 

8. The efficiency and effectiveness of economic instruments and environmental 

charges is partially assessed by the Review of Environmental Expenditure, published in 

July 2017. The study was prepared by the Institute of Environmental Policy (IEP) at the 

Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic (MoE SR) in co-operation with the 

Department of Valuation for Money of the Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic 

(MF SR). The review focuses on the analysis of public spending and economic instruments 

to define recommendations and measures. The review measures will be implemented 

gradually, supervised by the Implementation Unit of the Office of the Deputy Prime 

Minister of the Slovak Republic for Investment and Informatisation, with which the MoE 

SR will co-operate closely. 

9. The identified effective economic instruments could cover the measures of the 

Ministry of Environment in waste management as the introduction of the "polluter pays" 

principle (Waste Act No. 79/2015 Coll.) and the planned increase in the fees for landfilling, 

depending on the extent of its sorting in the forthcoming amendment, which will be 

submitted to the Government of the Slovak Republic for approval in the first half of 2018. 

10. The effectiveness of the environmental taxes will be more closely addressed by the 

IEP in 2018, for example, also in the Study of Low-Carbon Growth of the 

Slovak Republic, currently under preparation (in co-operation with the World Bank and 

other ministries). The study addresses decarbonisation of the economy, offers scenarios of 

its development (ideally by 2050), and identifies the most cost-effective measures in terms 

of costs and benefits. The low-carbon growth study of the Slovak Republic will serve as a 

background document for the development of the Low-Carbon Strategy of the Slovak 

Republic until 2030 with a view to 2050. 

11. Concerning energy taxes, the implicit tax on energy use in Slovakia is the second 

lowest in the EU and less than half compared to the European average. Increasing 

(enhancing) of environmental taxes, or limiting of the existing exemptions, would 

contribute to drive more efficient uses of energy sources. The potential of the revenue from 

the cancellation of the optional exemptions amounts to EUR 65 million (see 

Recommendation 30). 

12. The figure below show the breakdown of the environmental taxes and the evolution 

of the share of taxes with the environmental aspect on gross domestic product (GDP) and 

total tax revenues. The effectiveness and efficiency of individual economic instruments and 

fees for achieving of the environmental objectives are further described in the text covering 

the progress assessment in the recommendations addressing the following areas: air, 

climate change, water and waste management, nature conservation. 
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Figure 1.1. Environmental taxes evolution as a shareof GDP and total government tax 

revenues 

 

Source: Eurostat, Enviroportal.  

Figure 1.2. The structure of environmental taxes  

 

Source: Eurostat, Enviroportal.  

Box 1.2. Greening growth: Recommendation 3 
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13. Based on the Act No. 79/2015, Coll., the Recycling Fund was abolished at the end 

of 2016. Termination of the Recycling Fund activity also meant a change in the way the 

manufacturers and importers were obliged to ensure the collection, processing and 

recycling of the selected types of waste. Instead of reimbursing the contribution to the 

former Recycling Fund, the whole system of ensuring the obligations of the manufacturers 

and importers is accomplished by direct application of the principle of extended liability 

of manufacturers and importers, either individually or collectively, through producers’ 

responsibility organisations.  

14. The assessment of value added and the revision of the expenditures of the 

Environmental Fund (EF) is also addressed by the Expenditure Review of the Ministry 

of Environment. It proposes measures to make EF more efficient. EF support is dominated 

by subsidies. The loans, that are a more effective support tool for the state, are currently 

unattractive for the market. The revision therefore recommends increasing the promotion 

of loans and introducing a loan-subsidy scheme. There is room for improvement in 

governance by creating a support strategy based on prioritisation of target areas and better 

analytical evaluation of projects. A high percentage of failed applications represent an 

unnecessary administrative burden, which could be reduced by a more precise specification 

and improvement of the electronic filing system. 

Figure 1.3. Comparison of revenue and expenditure (left-hand scale, in EUR Million) and the 

share of subsidies on the revenue of the Environmental Fund (right-hand scale) 

Type the subtitle here. If you do not need a subtitle, please delete this line. 

 

Source: Treasury.  
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publicity. Direct information opportunities were used in co-operation with regional 

Environmental advisory information centres; consultations focused primarily on the terms 

of the assistance, the conditions for the correct preparation of non-repayable financial 

contribution applications, the conditions for mandatory attachments, formal requirements 

for the preparation and submission of the projects, and specific project consultations - 

professional and legislative conditions of specific projects. Together, 24 conferences and 

more than 956 workshops, information seminars, information-consulting days or 

workshops were held.  

16. In the 2007-13 programming period, the Ministry of Environment performed tasks 

related to the implementation of the OP Environment, i.e., it was responsible for performing 

the functions of the managing authority for the OP Environment and the payment unit 

thereof; however, part of the tasks related to the implementation of the OP Environment 

has been transferred to the Slovak Environmental Agency (SEA) since 1 January 2014, 

which acted as a mediating body. Pursuant to Government Resolution No. 396/2007, the 

number of administrative capacities involved in the implementation of the OP 

Environment, at level 160, was approved. 

17. For the 2014-20 programming period, the Ministry of Environment still performs 

the functions of the managing authority and paying unit for the Operational Program 

Quality of the Environment (OP QE). At the same time, three other mediating bodies are 

involved in the implementation of the OP QE, one of which is again the SEA. For this 

programming period, the tasks of the MoE SR as the managing authority and the OP QE 

paying unit will provide the currently allocated 138 administrative capacities, pursuant to 

Government Resolution No. 181/2017, and the implementation of the OP QE at the SEA, 

as a contribution organisation of the MoE SR, 120 administrative capacities. Due to the 

technical difficulty and expertise of the OP QE implementation process, as well as pursuant 

to Government Resolution No. 181/2017, a slight increase in these capacities and 

associated jobs is expected. 

18. In the programming period 2007-2013, environmental protection achieved the 

second largest allocation from EU funds, next only to the area of transportation. The total 

budget allocated to the OP Environment amounted to EUR 2.1 billion, including 

EUR 1.8 billion from EU funds (mostly from the Cohesion Fund). EU financial assistance 

has contributed to significant improvements in the water and waste management sectors. 
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Figure 1.4. Using EU funds for investing in the environment (2007-13) 

 

Source: MoE.  
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area No. 13 is the MoE SR. The allocation for the program from both financial mechanisms 

is EUR 16 million and national co-financing amounted to EUR 2.8 million. 

Box 1.4. Greening growth: Recommendation 5 

Build capacity for economic analysis to support environment-related policy development 

and implementation; strengthen co-operation between the Slovak Statistical Office, the 

Ministry of Environment and other relevant ministries and agencies to develop 

environmental accounting. 

22. Establishment of the IEP in July 2016, as an independent analytical unit at the MoE 

SR, can be identified as a strengthening of the analytical capacities in this area. The mission 

of IEP is to provide quality and reliable environmental analyses and forecasts for the Slovak 

government and the public. IEP is involved in the ministry's policy-making. In preparing 

the analyses and studies, the IEP actively co-operates with a number of actors, such as the 

Financial Policy Institute of the MF SR, the Department of Valuation for Money of the 

Ministry of Economy (ME SR), OECD experts, World Bank, International Monetary Fund 

and others.  

23. IEP is also currently finalising the Environmental Policy Strategy by 2030 

(Envirostrategy 2030), which defines a long-term vision and strategic direction for the 

environmental challenges facing Slovakia. Over 150 renowned experts in seven 

interdisciplinary groups are participating in the above strategy. 

24. The inter-ministerial co-ordination and co-operation between all the relevant 

stakeholders is also emphasised in Agenda 2030 and its economic, social, and 

environmental pillars. However, in practice, environmental, economic, and social policies 

often lack effective co-ordination and interlinkages are not always addressed. The 

ministries can have opposite views on environmental and climate issues, as each pursues 

its own agenda. Since 2017, the Agenda 2030 and its national implementation is co-

ordinated by the Deputy Prime Minister’s Office for Investments and Informatisation 

of the Slovak Republic (DPMOII). In order to ensure efficiency of the process and best 

practices incorporation, a co-operation between DPMOII and OECD was established. The 

common project, resulting from this co-operation, aims at improving the cross-sectoral co-

ordination, currently comprised of four inter-ministerial Working Groups. Ministry of 

Environment is chairing the Working Group on Foresight. 

25. In the field of analyses and environmental assessment, the Slovak Environmental 

Agency (SEA), in close co-operation with the MoE SR and the Statistical Office of the 

Slovak Republic (SO SR), performs activities and publish papers related to the assessment 

of applied economic instruments of environmental policy, financing of environmental care 

from domestic and international sources, and both environmental costs and yields, at the 

enterprise and municipal level. One of the SEA’s publication, containing both Slovak and 

English version, is Environment of the Slovak Republic in Focus (2016).  

26. The SO SR and MoE SR, namely its branch organisation Slovak Hydro-

meteorological Institute (SHMI), work closely with the implementation of the emissions 

account in the air at the national level. The SHMI is responsible for preparing a 

questionnaire for this account and the SO SR ensures the inspection and sending of the 

completed questionnaire to Eurostat. The representatives of the SHMI are members of the 

working group involved in solving of tasks concerning the environmental accounts in the 

http://www.enviroportal.sk/uploads/spravy/zp-sr-vkocke-final-sk-2016.pdf
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National Statistical System, co-ordinated by the Slovak Statistical Office. The 

representative of the SHMI also participates, together with the representative of the SO SR, 

in the annual meetings of the Working Group on Environmental Accounts at Eurostat. In 

2016, the SHMI was granted a Eurostat grant to improve the air emission account (Quality 

improvements of Air Emission Accounts and the extension of provided time series). The 

SO SR is also involved in this project, and their task is to provide a sample statistical survey 

on the use of domestic fuels. The project will run until July 2018. 

27. The SO SR also co-operates with the Ministry of Environment SR on other 

environmental accounts, especially in connection with providing the underlying data for 

the compilation of these accounts. The Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic takes data 

on the mining of raw materials from the sources of the Dionýz Štúr State Geological 

Institute into the questionnaire for the accounting of material flows, as well as data on the 

fees for waste waters discharged into surface waters from the sources of the Slovak Water 

Management Company into the questionnaire for accounting of the taxes related to the 

environment. 

Box 1.5. Greening growth: Recommendation 6 

Improve general innovation capacity through greater support for higher education and 

international co-operation in science and research; refocus public support for 

environment-related R&D on selected areas and consider incentives to increase the 

private sector contribution in this regard; establish innovation clusters or other 

mechanisms to foster more intensive co-operation among central and local governments, 

multinational and national enterprises, and universities and the financial sector to 

promote the development and diffusion of eco-technologies. 

28. To change the Slovak economy towards sustainable growth, based on increasing 

innovation capacity and excellence in research and innovation, the Government Council 

for Science, Technology and Innovation was established on 9 April 2013. It is the advisory 

and co-ordinating body of the Government of the Slovak Republic in the field of science, 

technology and innovation, with a super-departmental character, headed by the Slovak 

Prime Minister. It has 23 members, including the MoE SR represented by the Minister.  

29. Based on the work of the Government Council for Science, Technology and 

Innovation, the Government of the Slovak Republic approved in November 2013 the 

Strategy of Research and Innovation for Intelligent Specialisation of the Slovak 

Republic (RIS3), a strategic document for the period 2014-20. RIS3 was created on the 

basis of the analysis of strengths and weaknesses of the Slovak Republic, real research, and 

economic capacities (analysis of science and technology, business environment, and export 

trends). Research and development priorities are based on Horizon 2020. 

30. A stimulus for the development of innovative solutions and partnerships was to be 

the flagship initiative Transition to the Green Economy (T2gE) of the Ministry of 

Environment, covering the so-called “Bratislava Green Economy Process", both 

launched in 2016. These initiatives have created a space and basis for the creation of the 

"Information and Learning Platform to Support the Transition to a Green Economy" 

(www.enviroportal.sk/green-hospodarstvo). The platform aims to collect and share 

information relevant to promoting the transition to a green economy for the business 

community, presenting and disseminating principles and examples of practical solutions 

and best practices, and discussing open questions.  

https://www.enviroportal.sk/green-hospodarstvo
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31. The second continuation of the T2gE initiative was the international conference 

"Driving Towards Circularity" (6-7 November 2017, Bratislava), organised by the 

MoE SR in co-operation with the Ministry of Economy of the Slovak Republic and 

UNIDO. The conference focused mainly on innovations supporting the transition to the 

circular economy in the value chain of the automotive industry and on the creation of a 

dialogue and platform for exchange of views, best practices, and new partnerships between 

the business sphere of the SR and other European countries. The joint IEP and OECD study, 

identifying the opportunities and challenges in the area of resource efficiency of the Slovak 

economy, was published at the conference ("Making Slovakia and a more resource efficient 

economy"), as well as the ambition of Slovakia to become a so-called Circular Economy 

reference point in Eastern Europe.  

32. In November 2016, the “Improved Waste Management” Conference was held in 

Bratislava, focusing on the challenges and prospects of waste management towards the 

circular economy for the Vyšehrad Region countries, linked to the direction of the 

European Community, innovation, their use in the business sphere, and possible co-

operation with the Kingdom of Norway. In addition to the Norwegian partners, the main 

participants were the representatives of the ministries, the business sector, and the non-

profit sector of the Visegrad Group - Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. 

33.  

34. The Green Education Fund1, as an example of the specific activity and innovative 

mechanism presented by the Ministry of Environment, represents a systemic, longer-term 

solution and an innovative tool to promote environmental awareness and eco-educational 

projects, based on brainstorming between the business sphere, civil society, and the state. 

In October 2017, the MoE SR launched a pilot phase of a call for projects, with the 

following four main areas of focus: combating climate change and low carbon mobility (1), 

circular economy (2), quality of life and green infrastructure (3) and eco-innovation (4). 

The total amount of funds allocated amounted to EUR 130 000 (EUR 90 000 from the 

private sector and the remaining EUR 40 000 from the state), where applicants can apply 

for a financial contribution of EUR 10 000 for projects with a national impact and 

EUR 5 000 for projects with a regional impact. The eligible beneficiaries are civic 

associations, non-profit organisations, foundations, and interest groups of legal entities. 

The projects will be evaluated by the Joint Committee consisting of the representatives of 

the state administration, the private sector, and civil society on the basis of their excellence.  

35. As a result of the demand to increase production efficiency and reduce dependence 

on natural resources, it is necessary to invest in innovation to support a green economy. 

Through the European Commission's Program for Research, Development and 

Innovation Horizon 2020, Slovak entities have the opportunity to apply for support of 

their projects in different areas, too. Combating climate change is a cross-sectional priority 

within the whole Horizon 2020 program, and represents up to 35% of the overall budget of 

the framework program. The objective of the Measure in the area of climate, environment, 

resource efficiency, and raw materials (Societal Challenge 5 - SC5), is creation of a society 

that makes effective use of available natural resources and water and is resistant to climate 

change. In the SC5 area, 20 projects of Slovak applicants were approved in the 2014-17 

programming period out of a total of 122 applications submitted (a 16.39% success rate of 

projects). 

                                                      
1 http://zelenyvzdelavacifond.sk/ 

http://zelenyvzdelavacifond.sk/
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36. For the OP QE, the selection of projects takes into account the aspect of the 

innovation of technologies going beyond the EU standards where applicable under the 

current legislation, or if there are preferential solutions in the selection of projects, 

approaching to or meeting the most ambitious standards resulting from the EU legislation 

in this area, the EU legislation will define the range of values to be respected. Technologies 

that are in line with the Best Available Techniques (BAT) criteria determination are 

prioritised. 
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2.  Implementation of environmental policies 

Box 2.1. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 7 

Develop a new environmental strategy as an integral part of Slovakia’s strategy for economic and 

social development; ensure that the environmental administration is stable, professional, efficient 

and open, dedicated to pursuing ambitious environmental goals. 

37. The Institute of Environmental Policy at the Ministry of Environment finalises the 

Strategic Environmental Policy of the Slovak Republic up to 2030 (Envirostrategy 2030).  

38. The Envirostrategy 2030 defines a vision for the year 2030, identifies the basic 

system problems, sets 2030 targets, proposes framework measures to improve the current 

situation, and contains also the basic performance indicators for verification of the results 

achieved. It will be submitted for approval to the Government of the SR in the first half 

of 2018. 

39. The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic plans to position 

Envirostrategy 2030 within the European context, and to make it compatible with the 

strategic perspective documents of the European Union, as well as recommendations from 

the OECD. The forthcoming Environmental Strategy will be followed by specific partial 

strategies or action plans by 2030. At present, the strategy covers 14 thematic areas, divided 

into three chapters. 

40. The basic vision of Envirostrategy 2030 is to achieve better environmental quality 

and sustainable circular economy using the least possible volume of non-renewable natural 

resources and hazardous toxic substances. It will promote environmental protection and 

sustainable consumption as part of the general awareness of both citizens and policy-

makers and that the prevention and adaptation to climate change mitigate its consequences 

in Slovakia. Envirostrategy will seek to mitigate and eliminate the negative impacts of other 

sectors of the economy on the environment and its components. 

Box 2.2. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 11 

Establish a forum in which the Ministry of Environment and NGOs meet regularly with a view 

to strengthening dialogue and co-operation.  

41. A Declaration on co-operation between the Ministry of Environment of the 

Slovak Republic and non-governmental non-profit organisations in fulfilling the tasks 

of the environmental department was signed between the MoE SR and non-governmental 

non-profit organisations (NGOs) in 2013. The purpose of the declaration is to ensure the 

participation of non-governmental non-profit organisations in fulfilling public 

administration tasks, define areas of co-operation, support active citizens and open 

government, and promote public debate on major issues affecting the society. The content 

of the declaration was discussed at the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic 

with representatives of Greenpeace and EKOFÓRUM organisations. The declaration was 
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taken into account by Resolution of the Government Council of the Slovak Republic for 

Non-Governmental Non-Profit Organisations No. 10, as of 25 March 2013.  

42. The MoE SR enables the active participation of the NGOs in solving specific 

problems in strategic and conceptual documents of environmental care within the so-called 

"Green Tripartite". The NGOs can apply their suggestions, draft solutions and comments 

in the preparation and drafting of laws, mainly within the working groups. The Ministry's 

website, as well as the SLOV-LEX legal portal, publish proposals for individual strategic 

and conceptual documents, to enable NGOs and the general public to actively participate 

in their feedback process.  

43. In accordance with the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation 

in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention), 

the MoE SR ensures the availability of environmental information to NGOs and the public 

and creates the conditions for their active participation in decision-making processes in 

environmental care. 

44. Representatives of civil society and the public were involved in the process of 

preparing Envirostrategy 2030. The public was able to send feedback through an online 

consultation, which provided 729 submissions. 

2.1. Air protection 

Box 2.3. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 12 

Develop cost-effective measures to reduce emissions from growing sectors (e.g. transport, 

residential heating), and to reduce potential health impacts in urban areas. 

45. The emissions of basic pollutants in the long term (1990-2015) have fallen, but the 

rate of decline has been reduced significantly since 2000. In 2015 compared to 2014 the 

emissions of NOX and CO decreased, while there was a slight increase in the emissions of 

PM10 and PM2,5 and a significant increase in the case of SO2. 

46. In the long run, the trend of NH3 emissions has been continually declining since 

their sharp decline from 1990-2000. 

47. Emissions of the non-methane volatile organic compounds (NMVOCs) in the long-

term (1990-2000) have been steadily declining. After 2000, there was an increase in 

emissions, but after 2007 they began to decline again and their volume has remained 

roughly the same, with slight fluctuations in individual years. In 2015, the NMVOC 

emissions increased slightly. 

48. Heavy metal emissions have a declining trend, with the exception of 2008, when 

they increased significantly due to an increase in the volume of incinerated industrial waste 

and an increase in emissions in the industrial, communal, and system energy sectors. When 

comparing the years 2001 and 2015, decreases in Pb, Cd and Hg were recorded, with a 

relatively large decrease in the case of the Cd and Hg emissions. In 2015, Cd emissions 

increased slightly on a year-on-year basis. 

Emissions of the persistent organic pollutants decreased significantly in the period between 

1993 and 2000. Comparing the years 2001 and 2015, emissions of dioxins and furanes 

(PCDD/PCDF) decreased and the emissions of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 
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polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) increased. Year-on-year, the PCDD/PCDF 

emissions recorded a slight decrease, while a slight increase was recorded for PCB and 

PAH emissions. 

Figure 2.1. Trends in selected pollutant emissions (in tonnes) 

 

Source: SAŽP (2016).  

49. In some regions, the selected pollutant emissions (especially PM10 and NOx) exceed 

the limit values, therefore the air protection represents one of the main challenges, and 

should be dealt with as a priority in the future. The largest sources of such pollution is the 

transport sector and the residential heating- Cost-effective measures promoting air 

protection are one of the main strategic goals of the prepared Strategy of the environmental 

policy by 2030 (Envirostrategy 2030). Part of the Environmental Fund financing is 

generated also on the basis of the "polluter pays" principle. 

50. The specific steps in reducing of the emissions and promoting the cleaner 

transportation are, for example: 

 As part of the strategy for the development of electromobility in the Slovak 

Republic (approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic in 

September 2015), a program has been launched to support the sale of electric cars 

through a state subsidy for the electric vehicles in the amount of EUR 5 000 and 

for the plug-in hybrid cars in the amount of EUR 3 000. The aid scheme is planned 

to be further developed (in co-operation with the Ministry of Economy and other 

stakeholders). 

http://www.enviroportal.sk/uploads/spravy/zp-sr-vkocke-final-sk-2016.pdf
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 In 2018, the MoE SR plans to support municipalities and local authorities in the 

transition to electromobility transport. The subsidies will be earmarked for the 

purchase of electromobiles and construction of the charging infrastructure. The 

MoE SR also supported the introduction of new buses in Bratislava powered by 

compressed natural gas (CNG). 

 In 2014, the Strategy for the Development of Public Passenger and Non-

Motorised Transport in the Slovak Republic was approved by 2020 with 

56 measures to support the aforesaid transportation modes. The sustainability of 

regional and urban mobility is one of the key objectives of the strategy. 

51. In terms of increasing the energy efficiency and reducing emissions from building 

heating, the following measures were adopted: 

 In October 2017, an amendment to the Air Act, prepared by the Ministry of 

Environment of the Slovak Republic, was approved, which deals with more 

effective information of the media and the population on smog situations; 

specific measures to combat the air pollution (e.g., for medium-sized combustion 

plants with a heat input of 1 MW to 50 MW, which are subject to stricter emission 

limits and more effective controls in the coming years); and the establishment of 

low-emission zones permitted only for vehicles of a given emission class. The 

specific rules will be determined by the city or municipality by a generally binding 

regulation. The next amendment to the Air Act will address the transposition of 

Directive (EU) No. 2016/2284, which sets forth the national reduction 

commitments for 2030. A comment proceeding on the draft law, which will be 

available to the public, is expected at the beginning of 2018. 

2.2. Water management 

Box 2.4. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 13 

Review and adjust the ten sub-basin water management plans so as to increase synergies between 

policies (including those for agriculture, water supply and sanitation, landscape and land use 

planning, flood prevention, nature conservation and climate change adaptation); complete 

institutional arrangements for river basin management with a view to assuring adequate 

consultation between stakeholders and effective implementation at the sub‑basin level. 

52. In compliance with the fulfilment of the Slovak Republic’s commitments towards 

the European Union, the Slovak Republic is in the third planning preparation cycle of the 

Water Plan of Slovakia (VPS), which is a summary document of water planning, 

consisting of management plans of the Danube River basin district and management plans 

of the Vistula River basin district. It is the outcome of the implementation process during 

the introduction of the common water policy of the European Union member states in the 

Slovak Republic in accordance with the Water Framework Directive. The main objective 

of the VPS is to achieve a good status/good potential of all waters by 2015, or 2021, by 

2027 at the latest, respectively. 

53. The Flood risk management plans in the sub-basins of the Slovak Republic, 

including objectives and measures to mitigate the consequences of floods, were developed 

as part of the Water Plan in 2015. These plans are linked to the 2011 Flood Protection 

Status Analysis and are in line with the requirements of Directive 2007/60/EC of the 
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European Parliament and of the Council on the Assessment and Management of Flood 

Risks. They contain proposals to implement measures to reduce the likelihood of territorial 

submergence by floods and to reduce the potential adverse effects of floods on human 

health, the environment, cultural heritage, and the economy. The basis for their processing 

was the Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment in the Slovak Republic, the Flood Risk Maps, 

and the Flood Threat Maps (www.mpompr.svp.sk) prepared by the Slovak Water 

Management Company as the manager of the significant flows from the aspect of the water 

management. This will provide a comprehensive strategic framework for integrated river 

basin management.  

54. In 2016, a project of the SHMI was completed; POVAPSYS – a flood warning 

system. 

55. In October 2017, the Ministry of the Environment presented a proposal for the 

National action plan to combat drought, the preparation of which was carried out by an 

interdepartmental working group composed of representatives of the MoE and the Ministry 

of Agriculture of the SR, representatives of the Slovak Technical University and the Faculty 

of Natural Sciences, Comenius University, as well as the representatives of the organisation 

responsible for knowledge sharing and strengthening of the partnerships in the world of 

safe water sources (Global Water Partnership Central and Eastern Europe - GWP CEE). 

The Action Plan envisions the introduction of water retention measures in the country in 

order to minimise drought, improve drought monitoring by building new metering stations, 

as well as drought stress management, and determine the priorities for water supply during 

a long-term drought period. The measures were developed in accordance with the 

recommendations and procedures proposed by the EU, GWP CEE, and the World 

Meteorological Organization (WMO). The action plan will be submitted to the Slovak 

Government for approval in the first quarter of 2018. 

56. The provision of adequate drainage and waste water treatment is governed by the 

Council Directive 91/271/EEC on the treatment of municipal waste water, which was 

implemented by the SR (more details available in the evaluation of Recommendation 14). 

Box 2.5. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 14 

Conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the current gap in water supply and sanitation 

infrastructure, the measures required to meet objectives, and their cost; on this basis devise a 

realistic strategy for achieving EU objectives for the water sector, particularly for wastewater 

treatment, including clear priorities, strategic financial planning for achieving objectives, and 

proposals for further institutional reform of the water management sector; identify measures to 

increase connections to the water and wastewater networks. 

57. A comprehensive evaluation of the current status, of the previous measures, as well 

as the draft of the priorities and financial and investment strategy in the water supply and 

sewerage services, is elaborated mainly in the documents Revision of Environmental 

Expenditures and in the Plan for Public Water Supply and Sewers System 

Development for the Territory of the Slovak Republic, for the period 2016-21. The 

expenditures review focuses on the analysis of public spending and economic instruments 

to define recommendations and measures. The Plan for the development of the public water 

supply and sewerage systems, along with the accompanying studies, elaborates the subject 

in more detail, taking into account individual regional areas. 
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58.  The Revision of the Expenditures states that the objective is to fulfil the SR 

commitment to ensure the collection systems for municipal water and subsequently to 

ensure the required wastewater treatment for agglomerations of over 2 000 equivalent 

inhabitants (EI). Investments in public sewers and water supply systems have led to an 

increase in the population's share, connected to the public water supply system, from 85% 

in 2007 to 88.6% in 2016, and to an increase in the population's share, connected to the 

public sewerage from 54% to 66.4% in the same period. Nevertheless, the share of the 

population connected to the public sewerage system is still below the average in 

international comparison. The wastewater management therefore remains one of the 

main challenges in environmental policy planning.  

59. The built infrastructure would be able to serve another 280 000 inhabitants. A 

targeted information campaign (environmental education and culture) and a greater 

emphasis on the control of wastewater treatment of unconnected households, can 

contribute to increasing the number of connected inhabitants. The municipalities under 

2 000 inhabitants, covering almost 28% of the Slovak population, have a substandard 

connection extent to the water management infrastructure and a lack of resources. It is also 

advisable to consider cost-effective alternatives to wastewater treatment plants, such as root 

wastewater treatment plants. A plan to streamline and optimise the operation of the Slovak 

Water Management Company has also been proposed. 

Figure 2.2. Development of the share of the population connected to public sewerage and 

public water supply system 

 

Source: Eurostat, Enviroportal.  

60. The amount of pollutants in wastewater has a decreasing trend. Between 1995 and 

2016, the number of pollutants decreased by almost 80%. It is the result of the 

modernisation of the wastewater treatment plants and the implementation of more efficient 

purification processes, as well as the decline of industrial production.  

61. In order to ensure the appropriate water cycle and the corresponding wastewater 

drainage defined by the EU Council Directive (91/271/EEC), the Plan of the Public Water 

Supply Systems Development and the Plan of the Public Sewerage Systems 

Development for the Territory of the Slovak Republic for the period 2016-21 was 

approved in 2015, which follows and updates the Plan for the Development of Public 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Population connected to
public sewerage system

Population connected to
public water supply



ENV/EPOC/WPEP(2018)6 │ 25 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REVIEWS 
For Official Use 

Sewers for the Territory of the Slovak Republic for 2010-15. The above are strategic 

documents, approved by the Government of Slovakia, aimed at increasing of the number 

of the population supplied from public water supply systems, ensuring the supply of non-

hazardous drinking water and on the horizon by 2021, the implementation of sewerage 

projects related to the Slovak Republic's commitments to the European Union. The main 

strategic directions of population supply development include the construction of public 

water supply systems for agglomerations over 2 000 EI, the completion of water supply 

systems already in construction, and the modernisation of water treatment plants, especially 

large-scale sources of surface water. The objectives of public sewerage systems 

development are based on the prioritisation of settlement agglomerations according to the 

EI figures. The objectives also define the principles of sewer network construction for 

agglomerations up to 2 000 EI. Both plans include the analysis of the current status, 

priorities and strategy of the development of public water supply and sewerage systems, 

and financial and investment analysis by 2021. 

62. The contribution to the increase in the efficiency of water use was achieved by 

increased water prices and fees, such as the charging of surface and groundwater use for 

irrigation in agriculture, introduced by the amendment to the Water Act No. 303/2016 Coll.  

63. By means of the Amendment to the Public Water Supply and Public Sewerage 

Systems Act, effective since October 2017, a more rigorous control is proposed for 

wastewater producers, who are not yet connected to public sewage and temporarily 

accumulate wastewater in cesspools. There is a commitment introduced to connect the 

wastewater producers to the established public sewer systems. 

Table 2.1. Environmental Fund revenues from groundwater consumption and wastewater 

discharge fees in the year 2012 and 2016 (in millions of EUR) 

 2012 2016 % change 

Fees for groundwater consumption  10.674 10.536    -1.29 

Fees for wastewater discharge    7.174   4.846 -32.45 

Source: MoE.  

2.3. Waste management 

Box 2.6. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 16 

Review economic instruments applied to waste management with a view to increasing the 

incentive for waste minimisation, recovery, and diversion from landfill. 

64. The amount of waste generated (excluding the municipal waste) decreased by 7% 

in the period of 2005-16. The share of landfill on total waste management (excluding 

municipal waste) was volatile in the period 2005-16, rising by 19.8% between 2005 and 

2016. In 2016, a year-on-year decline was recorded in the volume of 1.6% compared to 

2015. The amount of municipal waste is growing, with an increase of 24% in 2016 

(compared to 2005). Waste management is dominated by landfilling. Though in the period 
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2005-16, the share of landfills was reduced by 16.7% in total waste management process, 

and represented 66% in 2016, with a year-on-year decrease of 3%, this development is still 

insufficient to achieve waste management goals. 

Figure 2.3. Development in the share of landfilled waste municipal (mw) and non-municipal 

waste (non-mw) 

 

Source: MoE.  

65. The revision of the expenditures of the Ministry of Environment analysed the fees 

for the storage of municipal waste at the landfill and the recycling extent. In Slovakia, this 

fee is one of the lowest in the EU. On the other hand, Slovakia shows a high level of 

landfill (66% in 2016) and a low recycling rate (23% in 2016) of municipal waste, which 

both currently represent the main challenges of the waste management in the SR.. For this 

reason, the Slovak Republic supports the current EU Waste Package objectives, which are 

both ambitious and realistic, especially the substantial reduction of the landfill extent and 

the achievement of 50% of municipal waste recycling rates by 2020.  

66. Waste management spending for the 2010-16 period amounted to almost 

EUR 414 million. The main objective is completing the infrastructure and the reduction of 

the negative impacts of the generation and management of waste on human health. The 

funds come mainly from the EU Structural Funds (90%) and the Environmental Fund 

(10%), the largest part of which is the capital expenditure. 

67.  

68. In the Slovak Republic, waste legislation has been undergoing major changes since 

last year. Since 2016, the amendment to the Waste Act (No. 79/2015, Coll.) is in effect, 

with the two basic principles to apply: “the polluter pays” and “extended producer 

responsibility”. The Waste Act aims at disadvantaging the landfills, creating an incentive 

factor for a sorted municipal waste collection, and increasing municipal waste recycling. 

The Waste Act also follows the creation of new long-term financial resources for the 

financing of the waste management infrastructure for the communal sphere.  

69. The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic is currently starting to build 

a new Waste Management Information System, with main benefits related to the 

traceability of the waste stream from its origin to its final treatment and the formal 
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declaration of waste treatment. Most data will be processed in the Open Data standard and 

will be available to the public and third parties for further processing. The new information 

system will unify and replace some existing waste management information systems in the 

Slovak Republic. It will also be a controlling tool for the specified limits fulfilment related 

to waste collection and recovery, but it will also serve to meet the tasks and obligations 

arising from special legislation or international commitments of the SR in this area. 

70. In 2017, a total of EUR 35 million was used to promote the sorted municipal waste 

collection and another EUR 25 million has been allocated to the overall support for 

valorisation and separation in the least developed regions in Slovakia. It is also planned to 

introduce minimum collection standards for municipalities - an increase is expected in 

sorted collection of municipal waste components (paper, glass, plastics, metals, multi-

layered composite materials, biological waste) and support for domestic composting. 

Slovakia also sees as a challenge the use of alternatives for diversion from landfilling, e.g., 

production of solid alternative fuels. 

71. The Waste Management Plan of the Slovak Republic for the years 2016-20 

(adopted in 2015) is the most significant strategic document in waste management and 

takes into account the plans of the waste management strategy for 2025 and 2030 within 

the framework of the prepared waste package (EU). The Slovak Republic has an approved 

Waste Prevention Program of the Slovak Republic for the years 2014-18, providing 

the basis for activity of the working group on the establishment of re-use centres. The 

updated version for the next period will be drafted during the year 2018.  

2.4. Conservation of nature and biodiversity 

Box 2.7. Implementation of environmental policies: Recommendation 18 

Develop a comprehensive strategy for protected areas in line with the Natura 2000 objective, 

involving all relevant stakeholders and taking account of the benefits and costs of different 

options; further develop the monitoring and information system for nature and biodiversity 

protection. 

72. The national system of protected areas with the protection levels (from 2nd to 5th 

level of protection) represents 23.39% of the Slovak territory. The Natura 2000 system 

(in accordance with Article 28 of Act No. 543/2002 Coll. On Nature and Landscape 

Protection, as amended, uses the term: “European system of protected territories”) consists 

of two types of territory: 

73. Sites of European Importance (SEI) - Sites proposed for protected areas on the 

basis of the criteria set out in Council Directive No. 92/43/EEC on the conservation of 

natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (Habitats Directive): 

 The national list of the SEI (approved by the Government Resolution No. 239 of 

17 March 2004), based on the requirements of the European Commission EC and 

Government Resolution No. 577 of 31 August 2011, was updated on 

473 territories, covering an area of 584 353 ha , which is 11.9% of the Slovak 

territory; 

 In 2016, the preparation of protection projects for the declaration of the SEIs 

that did not overlap with the national system of protected areas, continued. State 

Nature Protection of the Slovak Republic submitted to the MoE SR 38 protection 
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projects for declaration of SEI in the national category of protected areas (especially 

CHA or PR); 

 In 2016 and 2017, the process of the second updating of the SEI national list 

was performed in light of the conclusions of the bilateral negotiations with the EC 

in 2012 on the sufficiency of the SEI definition. The second update of the SEI 

national list was approved by the Government of the SR in October 2017 and the 

updated Natura 2000 database was submitted to the European Commission on 

30 October 2017 to assess the sufficiency of the SEI national list. Thus, the SEI 

national list was amended by 169 sites amounting to 31 656.34 ha, increasing the 

total IES acreage from 11.92% to 12.56% of the total territory of the Slovak 

Republic. 

Figure 2.4. SEI in the updated national list 

 

Source: State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic. 

74. Protected Birds Habitats (SPAs) - sites declared as protected on the basis of the 

criteria laid down in the Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 

2009/147/EC of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds (Birds Directive): 

 The national list of SPAs (approved by Government Resolution No. 636 of 

9 July 2003) was updated in 2010, currently with 41 territories having a total area 

of 1 284 806 ha, which represents 26.16% of the area of the SR; 

 In 2012 the last SPA (Levočské Vrchy Mountains) was declared with effect from 

2013; 

 In 2017, the Government of the SR approved the first six programs of care to be 

applied to SPAs. At the same time, another eight care programs for SPAs were 

finalised and prepared for discussion, pursuant to Article 50 of Act No. 543/2002 

Coll., whose submission to the Government of Slovakia is planned for mid-2018. 
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Approval of the remaining SPAs care programs is planned to take place between 

2018 and 2019. 

Figure 2.5. SPA in the updated national list 

 

Source: State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic.  

75. In 2014, the Slovak Republic adopted the document of Updated National 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy by 2020. It reflects the EU Biodiversity Strategy by 

2020, complements and updates the National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy in 

Slovakia, which is the basic document for the implementation of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity. Compared to the 1997 Strategy, Biodiversity Conservation is 

supplemented, in particular, by the response to new threats and trends in the status of the 

biodiversity in recent years; by the response to the application of some EU policies that 

have an impact on the protection of biodiversity, and which have begun emerging after the 

accession of the Slovak Republic to the EU. It is enhanced by areas such as green 

infrastructure, ecosystems and their services, or invasive species; reflects the biodiversity 

conservation policies both at the EU and global level (signatory of the Nagoya Protocol) 

and is increasingly focused on enlistment of the protection of biodiversity and cultivation 

of the protected territories among the priorities in the planning of European funding 

instruments. At the same time, it reflects all concepts, strategies, plans and programs 

approved and valid with any relation to the protection and exploitation of biodiversity in 

the Slovak Republic. The goals and implementation of these strategies are fully respected 

in the updated national strategy. In areas with overlap of the biodiversity protection 

interests and other policies and sectors, it is necessary to achieve mutual integration and 

implementation of the objectives, so as to cover the interests of all public policies.  

76. The National Biodiversity Strategy for 2020 defines nine objectives, the 

achievement of which is further elaborated in the Action Plan for the implementation of the 

measures following from the updated National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy by 

2020, also approved in 2014. In 2017, a report on the evaluation of the Implementation of 
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the action plan for implementation of the measures deriving from the updated National 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy for 2020, which was taken into account by the Slovak 

Government in March 2017, was submitted to the Government of the Slovak Republic. 

77. By the 31 December 2015, the Project “Preparation and Implementation of Habitat 

and Species Monitoring and Improvement of Public Disclosure" was successfully 

completed by the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic. The methods of 

monitoring of the plants, habitats and animals of European importance in the SR were 

elaborated. At the same time, permanent monitoring sites (PMSs) were proposed, field 

monitoring was carried out, and the data were loaded into the new information system 

(Comprehensive Information and Monitoring System, www.biomonitoring.sk). The 

subject of monitoring covered 66 habitat types of European significance, 146 species of 

animals, and 49 species of plants of European significance on more than 10 thousand 

PMSs. More than 16 800 field trips to the PMS took place. 
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3.  International co-operation 

Box 3.1. International co-operation: Recommendation 21 

Establish clear priorities for international environmental co-operation and strengthen related 

capacities.  

78. The environmental component of the international co-operation and its priorities 

are covered by the MoE SR. This is done at several levels: 

 bilateral co-operation; 

 co-operation at the EU level; 

 multilateral co-operation.  

79. Bilateral co-operation consists mainly of activities stemming from the bilateral 

treaties, memoranda, projects and development aid. The above have been focused in the 

recent years on: 

 Intergovernmental and interdepartmental commissions with Hungary, the 

Czech Republic, Poland, Bavaria and Ukraine. 

 Establishing the co-operation with Israel on drought prevention and water 

management (establishment of joint commission is expected in 2018). 

 Bilateral meetings aimed at exchanging experience and establishing the closer co-

operation with the countries of Romania, Croatia and the Federal State of Saxony. 

 Development aid projects in countries of Eastern Europe and the Caucasus 

(Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Montenegro, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia) in the 

field of waste and water management; and in Africa (Kenya). 

80. At the EU level, the joint activities focus mainly on co-operation with European 

institutions, agencies and bodies, as well as the Eastern Partnership (EaP): 

 EU Council - historically the first Presidency of the SR in the second half of 2016. 

During this period, the Slovak Republic established and initiated several activities, 

partnerships and contacts that contributed to the strengthening of the environmental 

co-operation at European and international levels. 

 EEA - membership of the Slovak Republic in EEA Management Board. 

 Co-operation with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD) on innovative forms of green investments financing (SlovSEFF 

programme, EBRD strategy for Slovakia, Memorandum of Understanding between 

the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic and the EBRD on co-operation 

in securing the transition to a green economy). 

 EaP - during its presidency of the EU Council, the Slovak Republic initiated the 

first meeting of ministers of environment of the EU and EaP countries, which also 

adopted the Declaration of the Ministers. 

81. From the international point of view, the recent period was characterised by a 

co-operation with institutions and associations such as the United Nations, OECD, World 

Bank, and V4, particularly in the field of: 
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 development of co-operation with OECD: 

o co-operation within the framework of the “Transition to the Green Economy” 

process (2016 and 2017) and OECD Green Action; 

o participation of Director General of the Directorate for Environmental Policy, 

EU and International Affairs of the MoE SR (M. Chrenko) in the Bureau of the 

OECD Committee on Environmental Policy (EPOC); 

o participation of State Secretary N. Kurilla in the Bureau of the OECD Green 

Action Working Group; 

o elaboration of the mid-term evaluation of the Slovakia’s environmental 

performance;  

o a joint study “Supporting Slovakia in Transition to a Source Efficient 

Economy”. 

 UN: 

o UN Environment and UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) - 

registration of the voluntary commitments of the Slovak Republic; 

o United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) - 

collaboration in organising of the international conference “Benefits Beyond 

Inscription” (May 2017, Bardejov) aimed at use of the UNESCO brand for the 

development of sustainable tourism in the regions of Central Europe; co-

operation in the area of the World Natural Heritage; 

o United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) - co-operation 

in organising of the international conference “Driving Towards Circularity” 

(November 2017, Bratislava), focusing on green innovations in the value chain 

of the automotive industry; 

 World Bank (co-operation with IEP on analytical documents - Revision of 

Environmental Expenditures and the Low-Carbon Growth Study); 

 V4 - regular ministerial meetings to exchange experiences and define common 

priorities in the effort to cope with the current environmental challenges. 

Preparations are currently under way for the SR Presidency in V4 (July 2018 - June 

2019). 

82. The capacities of the MoE SR for international co-operation were strengthened by 

creation of a separate department of international relations in May 2016. 

Box 3.2. International co-operation: Recommendation 22 

Strengthen implementation of ratified multilateral environmental agreements, and promote better 

co-ordination and communication among ministries, state agencies and other stakeholders 

involved (for example, in relation to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Stockholm 

Convention).  

83. Slovakia has signed and ratified almost all multilateral environmental conventions 

(MEAs), with the exception of Annex 6 to the MARPOL Convention on the Prevention of 

Air Pollution by Ships, which has just been signed but not yet ratified. The international 

conventions concluded on behalf of the EU are binding for both, the EU institutions and 

the EU Member States, as well. This requires that the EU and its member states duly sign, 

ratify and effectively implement all relevant MEAs. 

84.  In the period 2012-17, the Slovak Republic ratified and also contributed to the 

negotiation of several international conventions. The most important of which were the 

http://www.minzp.sk/files/iep/making-slovak-republic-more-resource-efficient-economy_final.pdf
http://www.minzp.sk/files/iep/making-slovak-republic-more-resource-efficient-economy_final.pdf
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ratification of the Paris Agreement at the EU level in October 2016 during the Slovak 

Presidency of the EU Council, ratification of the Doha Supplement to the Kyoto Protocol 

in November 2017, the ratification of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that deplete the ozone layer in October 2017 (adopted in October 2016), and 

the ratification of the Minamata Mercury Convention (at the EU level, including the SR 

in May 2017). In addition, in 2015 the Slovak Republic ratified the Nagoya and Kuala 

Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on responsibility and liability for the damages to the 

Cartagena Protocol on Biological Safety. In December 2015, also the Nagoya Protocol 

on Access to genetic resources and a fair and equally shared common use of the benefits of 

their use to the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Slovak Republic also participates 

actively in the meetings of the contracting parties to the Framework Convention on the 

Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians (the Carpathian 

Convention), which has been subsequently enhanced by several protocols:  

 The Sustainable Tourism Protocol and the Protocol on Sustainable Forest 

Management (May 2011, Bratislava), approved by the Slovak Republic in March 

2012 and in March 2013, respectively. 

 Protocol on Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development (October 2017, 

Miskolc-Lillafüred). 

85. Envirostrategy 2030 defines the need to improve the institutional co-operation with 

relevant departments and institutions in the individual areas (forestry, CITES, 

environmental education, environmental impacts of transportation, environmental impact 

of power industry on environment, environment and health, and green public procurement). 

Box 3.3. International co-operation: Recommendation 25 

Increase official development assistance, and its environmental component in line with 

EU commitments.  

86. The environmental component of official multilateral development aid is centred 

in particular on specialised funds of international conventions, which bring together the 

mandatory financial contributions of the contracting countries. Over the last three years, 

the Ministry of Environment has committed itself, with regard to the international 

agreements and commitments, to enhancing the environmental component of the 

Official Development Assistance (ODA). Specifically, these are mainly the contributions 

to the following areas: 

 Multilateral Fund for implementation of the Montreal Protocol (since 2015 more 

than double the SR contribution) 

 Convention on Biological Diversity (assumes double increase of ODA by 2020) 

 The Decision 1/CP.21 to the Paris Agreement includes a commitment of the 

developed countries to mobilise USD 100 billion annually from the year 2020. 

Article 9 of the Paris Agreement entails the obligation of developed countries to 

provide financial resources as the aid for developing countries to mitigate climate 

change and adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change while continuing their 

existing UNFCCC commitments  

 The SR lags behind all V4 countries in these contributions, does not contribute to 

the Global Environment Fund, the Green Climate Fund or the Adaptation Fund, 
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and it will be necessary to allocate contributions to these funds in the future, as 

well. 

87. The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic is involved in several 

development aid projects in the countries of the Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, 

Central Asia, and Africa through its subordinate organisations.  

88. In the region of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia, the recipients of 

development aid and grants were and are (within the framework of the ENPI tool) mainly 

Georgia, Moldova and Belarus (also Montenegro with the exception of EaP) in the area 

of waste and water management (capacity building, monitoring, sharing of experience). 

Implementation of these types of projects is carried out mainly by the Slovak 

Environmental Agency and the Slovak Hydro-Meteorological Institute, in co-operation 

with the selected institution in the recipient country. 

89. On the African continent, the development aid of the Slovak Republic is centred 

mainly in the Republic of Kenya. Joint projects in the field of the environment aim at 

providing a source of safe drinking and service water, reducing ecosystem degradation and 

preserving biodiversity in climate change conditions, and adapting to climate change. 

90. During its presidency of the EU Council, the Slovak Republic initiated also the first 

meeting of ministers of environment of the EU and EaP countries in October 2016.  

91. In the ministerial declaration that was adopted, the EU and EaP ministers signed up 

for, among other things, to developing EU development aid schemes for the EaP 

countries in the area of environment and climate change, in line with common priorities 

based on a strategic sector related approach.  

92. By the end of 2017, the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs SR and UNESCO 

should sign an ODA agreement on water for the sum of EUR 300 000. 
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4.  Climate change and power industry 

Box 4.1. Climate change and power industry: Recommendation 26 

Consolidate the inter-institutional co-operation platform and extend its activities to the strategic 

design and assessment of climate change, energy and transport policies; strengthen the system to 

monitor implementation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction policy measures, 

extending it to their related financial and economic costs, with a view to assessing and improving 

overall cost-effectiveness. 

93. The institutional framework and the general overview of the measures are described 

in the National Inventory System of the Slovak Republic, in particular in the National 

Inventory Report 2017 document (“SVK NIR 15-04-2017”) and also in the report The 

Seventh National Communication of the SR on Climate Change (2017) available on the 

webpage, http://ghg-inventory.shmu.sk/documents.php?lang=2.  

94. The performance of the energy sector (also in relation to the environment) was also 

described in the background document, prepared by the SR for the In-Depth Revision of 

the Energy Sector 2017 (IDR), carried out by the International Energy Agency (IEA). 

95. These reports from the year 2017 state the following:  

 Climate and environmental policies lack effective co-ordination and interlinkages 

are not always addressed. The ministry of Environment and Economy can have 

opposite views on climate issues, as each pursues its own agenda. There were 

attempts in the past to better co-ordinate (Climate Change Co-ordination 

Committee) but the attempts did not really work in practice. However, with Agenda 

2030 now being co-ordinated under the Deputy Prime Minister, co-ordination 

should be improved. 

 Slovakia reduced the greenhouse gases emissions by approximately 18% between 

2008 and 2015. Total GHG emissions in Slovakia decreased by 44.6% in 2015 

compared to the 1990 baseline. The largest relative changes occurred in the 

agriculture and energy sectors, where GHG emissions in the monitored period 

decreased by 54% or by 52%, respectively. According to the forecasts in 2015, 

Slovakia is well on the way to overcoming the 2020 target with a 17% reserve 

between planned total emissions and our target compared to 2005.  

 The reduction of GHG emissions in Slovakia is a combination of various impacts, 

starting with the impressive industrial and technological restructuring associated 

with the transition of the fossil fuels from coal and oil to natural gas (air pollution 

legislation since 1991 was the main driving force), the restructuring of the economy 

towards less energy intensive production (mostly in recent years), as well as 

temporary changes in production intensity (defined by global and EU markets). 

Transportation (mostly road transport), with an ever-increasing total emissions 

share, is an important exception. Continuous pressure is evolving when formulating 

an effective strategy and policy to achieve further GHG emissions reduction in this 

sector, as well, for example, a combination of regulatory and economic instruments 

(tolls for trucks based on their environmental characteristics, in combination with 

fuel and emission standards for new cars). The tax system on cars and the level of 

http://ghg-inventory.shmu.sk/documents.php?lang=2
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fuel taxation, which is close to the EU average, contribute to cut-down the growth 

of greenhouse gas emissions in the transportation sector. 

Figure 4.1. Reducing carbon intensity: -69% (1990-2015) and -45% (2005-15) 

 

Source: Source: MoE.  

96. The Slovak Republic has a specific national strategy to adapt to climate change. 

The National strategy for adaptation of the Slovak Republic to the adverse effects of 

climate change was adopted by the Slovak Government in March 2014. It lists the impacts 

and potential risks of climate change, including among other things, the energy sector. 

Currently, the Ministry of Environment, in co-operation with other involved ministries and 

stakeholders, is preparing an updated version of this strategy, which should be submitted 

to the Slovak Government for approval by the end of April 2018. 

97. The current national targets for the 2020 (13% ceiling for non-ETS emissions, 

and 21% reduction of ETS emissions) are already achieved (non-ETS), or on the way to 

be achieved (ETS). 

98. Taking into account the need to develop long-term, low-emission strategies 

according to the Paris Agreement, Slovakia is currently preparing, in co-operation with the 

World Bank the Low-Carbon Growth Study of the Slovak Republic, along with the 

development trends up to 2050. The study will identify the potential for CO2 reduction in 

individual sectors of the economy (including energy), it will offer scenarios of its evolution, 

and identify the most effective measures in terms of costs and benefits. 

99. In the framework of the OP QE, mainly the technical and technological measures 

on air pollution sources are supported in the programming period 2014-20, but also the 

activities to improve the air-monitoring system, including model calculations, inventory 

and emission projections, as well as information activities (e.g., through a national project 

of the Slovak Environmental Agency). 30% of the allocated funds are earmarked to support 

the transition to a low-carbon economy in all sectors. 
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Box 4.2. Climate change and power industry: Recommendation 27 

Regularly assess the efficiency and effectiveness of mechanisms to support renewable energy 

sources, considering their environmental and economic implications, the impacts of feed-in tariffs 

on electricity prices, and the potential overlap among different forms of support; decrease feed-

in tariffs in line with technological progress and phase out all support schemes for renewable 

energies as they become competitive with conventional energy sources; further streamline 

administrative and permitting procedures for the installation of renewable energy plants. 

100. In the area of renewable sources, the Slovak Republic has adopted a national target 

of a 14% share of the renewable energy sources (RES) in gross final energy consumption 

in 2020 compared to 2005. The share of energy from renewable sources is gradually 

increasing and the share increased from 6.7% to 12.9% within the period 2005-15. The 

share also increased in the year-on-year comparison. 

101. In 2015, 22.7% of produced electricity originated from the RES. Most of the 

electricity was produced in hydro-power plants, which is why the amount of electricity 

produced from the RES in the Slovak Republic depends on suitable hydrological 

conditions. Thanks to the support of renewable sources, electricity production in solar 

power plants has increased in recent years. The share of energy from the RES in heat and 

cold generation was 10.8% in 2015, with the dominant share of biomass use. 

Figure 4.2. Development of the energy share from the RES on gross final energy 

consumption (in %) 

 

Source: Ministry of Economyof the Slovak Republic.  

102. Competencies in the RES area, the price regulation thereof, and the program 

implementation, are primarily in the hands of the Ministry of Economy of the SR and the 

Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency. Meanwhile, the MoE SRs competencies are partly 

limited and focused on compiling the sustainability criteria (especially for biogas and 

biomass) and environmental impact assessment (EIA). The MoE SR, in co-operation with 

the EBRD, supports the sustainable energy and residential energy efficiency projects 

(www.slovseff.eu/index.php/en/slovseff-iii-sk) through the SlovSEFF financial 
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instrument. The grants are funded by the profits from innovative transactions with Kyoto 

units (AAU), between the government of the Slovak Republic and the government of Spain. 

103.  The effectiveness and efficiency of the RES support mechanisms, including the 

redemption tariffs, set goals and progress in the use of the RES, are assessed in the so-

called IDR of the Energy Sector by the IEA. The last IDR of Slovakia was published in 

2012. In 2017, the Slovak Republic prepared a background document for the elaboration 

of the current IDR of the Slovak Republic, summarising the progress in measures aimed at 

supporting the RES in the period since the last IDR.  

104. The measures and concept of the RES support is defined by Act No. 309/2009 on 

the promotion of the renewable energy sources and high-efficient combined production. 

Government Resolution No. 347/2013 approved the Concept of Development of Energy 

Production from the Small RES in the Slovak Republic, which contains a 

comprehensive approach to legislative and possible financial support for the development 

of small RES, intended in particular to cover consumption by households, without a 

negative impact on the stability of distribution systems, and with the effect on financial 

savings for small source operators and distribution companies. 

105. The principle of support for RES in the Slovak Republic is based on the support 

of investments, green certificates, system of calls or government orders and tax relief for 

investors in RES. The most widespread form of support is the redemption tariffs, which 

benefit from rapid applicability, easy control, and are least administratively expensive. 

106. The main financial instrument of RES support, especially in the heating sector, are 

the OPs of the EU Funds. In the programming period 2007-13 it was the OP 

Competitiveness and Economic Growth and OP Environment.  

107. In the programming period 2014-20, under the OP QE, the RES support schemes 

were elaborated mainly for the private sector and households. The private sector could 

benefit from the support for the implementation of rehabilitation projects, or construction 

of the installations using RES, respectively. The households are supported by the “Green 

to Households” project,2 which aims at increasing the share of RES use in households by 

supporting the use of so-called small renewable resources in family and apartment 

buildings, as well as reduction of the greenhouse gases emission. A total of 

EUR 115 million is allocated and solar power plants with a power output of up to 10 kW 

(photovoltaic panels), heat generators that cover the building’s electrical energy demand, 

heat pumps, biomass boilers and solar collectors, are entitled to get support. 

Box 4.3. Climate change and power industry: Recommendation 30 

Consider restructuring taxes on energy products used in sectors not covered by the EU ETS by 

including a CO2 tax component; consider raising the tax rate on diesel with a view to making the 

tax treatment of automotive fuels consistent with climate change objectives.  

108. Concerning energy taxes restructuring (enhancing), the Revision of the 

environmental expenditures states that the implicit tax on energy use in Slovakia is the 

second lowest in the EU and less than half compared to the European average. Increasing 

(enhancing) of the environmental taxes, or limiting existing exemptions (e.g. exempting 

                                                      
2 http://zelenadomacnostiam.sk/sk/ 
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household fuel consumption, or combined heat and electricity production from coal), would 

contribute to the motivation of using energy more efficiently. The potential of the revenue 

from the cancellation of the optional exemptions amounts to EUR 65 million. 

Table 4.1. The effect of the optional exemption abolition of the energy taxes (in EUR Million, 

ESA 2010, forecast) 

Description of the wording 2017 2018 2019 

Electricity 8.8 9.0 9.2 

produced from a renewable source 2.9 3.0 3.1 

used for combined production of electricity and heat 0.2 0.2 0.2 

used by the end-users of electricity in the households 5.4 5.6 5.7 

Coal 28.7 29.4 30.2 

used for combined production of electricity and heat 27.5 28.2 28.9 

used by the end-users of coal in the households 1.2 1.3 1.3 

Natural gas 23.9 24.5 25.2 

used for combined production of electricity and heat 7.4 7.6 7.8 

used by the end-users of natural gas in the households 16.4 16.9 17.3 

Together 61.4 62.9 64.6 

Source: Financial Policy Institute MF SR.  

109. The review of environmental costs also states that although diesel cars are more 

fuel efficient than gasoline, they produce more air pollution emissions per litre of fuel, CO2 

and cause additional social costs (e.g. noise). Due to the environmental costs caused, the 

excise duty on fuel has to be harmonised. 

110. This recommendation partly takes into account the Amendment to the Mineral 

Oil Taxation Act (No. 268/2017 Coll.), elaborated by the Ministry of Finance, approved 

by the Slovak Government in November 2017. The new wording introduces a higher tax 

rate for engine gasoline and diesel, and adjusts the tax-allowance of the tax rate, if the fuels 

contain minimal shares of the bio-component. 
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5.  Agriculture and the environment 

Box 5.1. Agriculture and the environment: Recommendation 33 

Promote voluntary farm management plans in which environmental objectives going beyond 

national requirements would be eligible for additional support; promote fertiliser and manure 

management plans at the farm level in nitrate vulnerable zones. 

111. The concept of agricultural development for the years 2013-20 was approved 

by Government Resolution No. 357/2013 and aims to promote the resource use efficiency 

in the interests of smart, sustainable, and inclusive growth in agriculture and rural areas. 

The Action Plan for the development of agriculture of the Slovak Republic for the years 

2014-20 was approved by Government Resolution No. 33/2014. It specifies an effective 

set of tools and measures to support Slovak agriculture, food industry, and forest 

management.  

112. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic 

(MARD SR) supported and further supports voluntary management plans for farms, in 

which the environmental objectives exceed the national requirements, through the Rural 

Development Program in two programming periods (RDP SR 2007-13 and RDP SR 

2014-20). The individual environmental objectives were implemented through RDP SR 

2007-13 by means of the following measures:  

 agricultural-environment-climate action; 

 organic (ecological) farming; 

 payments under the Natura 2000 system and under the Water Framework directive, 

 payments for areas with natural or other specific constraints.  

113. The new Rural Development Program of the Slovak Republic for the period 

2014-20 (RDP 2014-20) has been approved, whose priorities are to support the transfer of 

knowledge and innovation in agriculture, forestry, and rural areas; increase the viability 

and competitiveness of all types of agriculture; and support innovative agricultural 

technologies and sustainable forest management. RDP SR is also aimed at supporting the 

efficiency of resources and the transition to low carbon and climate resistant agriculture, 

forestry, and food production.  

114. The total allocation of the RDP 2014-20 is EUR 2.078 billion of public funds for 

seven years, of which EUR 1 545 billion from the EU sources is the contribution of the 

EAFRD, and EUR 533 million represents a contribution from the state budget. 

115. Sustainable development of agriculture is also supported by the non-project 

measures under the RDP 2014-20: 

 Measure No. 10 - Agro-environmental-Climate Action, with a priority in 

addressing its operations for the following identified needs: 

o Maintaining biodiversity and enhancing the environmental performance of 

biodiversity conservation drivers; 

o Assuring soil protection from degradation; 

o Elimination of impacts and adaptation of agriculture to climate change. 
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 Measure No. 11 - Organic (Ecological) agriculture, with a priority in addressing 

its operations for the following identified needs: 

o Maintaining biodiversity and enhancing the environmental performance of 

biodiversity conservation drivers  

o Assuring soil protection from degradation 

o It is mainly implemented through the following payments: 

o Payment for the transition to organic farming practices and methods 

o Payment to maintain organic farming. 

 Measure No. 12 - Payments related to the Natura 2000 system and the Water 

Framework directive, dealing with compensation for costs and loss of income due 

to disadvantages in particular areas, in relation to the territories within the Natura 

2000 declared network. 

 Measure No. 13 - Payments for areas with natural or other specific constraints 

116. Since 2015, the SR has implemented a new or modified identification of areas with 

natural and other specific constraints, in the total acreage of 1 240 610 ha, covering the 

following: 

o Mountain areas (501 796 ha) 

o Areas facing significant natural constraints (573 622 ha) 

o Areas affected by specific restrictions (165 192 ha) 

117. The measure is intended to support agricultural activities, the implementation of 

which is hampered by restrictions linked to the character of the said territory.  

 Measure No. 14 - Animal welfare  

118. The purpose of the aid is to compensate farmers for the costs and lost income related 

to the introduction of breeding procedures that go beyond the relevant mandatory standards 

and normal breeding practices leading to animal welfare. The supports are designed for 

dairy, poultry, and pig breeds, where livestock breeding enhancement is a predominant 

condition for improving the living needs.  

 Measure No. 15 - Forestry-environmental and climatic services and forest 

protection 

119. The objective of the measure is to provide support to public or private forest 

managers, or other private-law entities and public subjects and their associations, for the 

implementation of forestry-environmental and climate-related commitments. The support 

is mainly provided through the following payments: 

o Payments for forestry-environmental commitments in protected bird areas. 

o Payments for forestry-environmental commitments in areas of European 

significance. 

120. Act No. 136/2000 Coll. on fertilisers, as amended, affects the framework of the 

support of the management plans for artificial fertilisers and livestock manure at the level 

of agricultural holdings in the areas threatened by nitrates, and regulates the conditions for 

the management of fertilisers in vulnerable areas. 
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Box 5.2. Agriculture and the environment: Recommendation 34 

Consider how environmental outcomes could be better targeted in payments under the 

harmonised rural development programme, including Natura 2000 payments, other agri-

environmental payments, and payments to maintain farming in less favoured areas. 

121. Through the Agro-environmental Climate Action, the following operations were 

carried out:  

 Integrated production in fruit growing - for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, under the 

measure, an area of 2 409.96 ha of orchards was supported,  

 Integrated production in vegetables - for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, under the 

measure, an area of 9 943.35 ha was supported,  

 Integrated production in the wine-growing sector - for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, 

under the measure, an area of 6 079.00 ha of vineyards was supported,  

 Protection of habitats of semi-natural and natural grasslands - for the years 2015, 

2016, 2017, under the measure, an area of 141 182.67 ha of grassland habitats was 

supported, 

 Multifunctional field margins (biota on arable land) - for the years 2015, 2016, 

2017, under the measure, an area of 108.4 ha of biota was supported, 

 Protection of water resources - Protected water supply area Žitný Ostrov - for the 

years 2015, 2016, 2017, under the measure, an area of 9 352.41 ha was supported, 

 Protection of great bustard species - for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, under the 

measure, an area of 1 799.36 ha was supported, 

 Protection of European ground squirrel habitats - for the years 2015, 2016, 2017, 

under the measure, an area of 735.04 ha was supported,  

 Breeding and conservation of endangered animal species - for the years 2015, 2016, 

2017, under the measure, 5 539 livestock units were supported.  

122. Within the measure Organic (ecological) Farming (OF) in the year 2015, the total 

supported area was 165 922.21 ha from a total of 187 011 ha (total area of agricultural land 

within the OF system). In 2016, the area of agricultural land included in the OF was 9.45% 

of the total agricultural land of the Slovak Republic (in 2012 this ratio was 8.11%, thus the 

trend is growing). 
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Figure 5.1. Development of agricultural land in ecological agricultural production (in 

thousands of Hectares) 

 

Source: The Central Control and Testing Institute in Agriculture.  

123. Through the “Payments for Areas with Natural or Other Specific Constraints” 

measure, the following measures were implemented:  

 Compensatory payments in the mountain areas, which supported 438 235 ha of 

mountain area,  

 Compensatory payments for the areas with significant natural constraints, which 

supported 518 952 ha of areas with significant constraints, 

 Compensatory payments for the areas with specific constraints, which supported 

146 722 ha of areas with specific constraints.    
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Annex A. Actions taken on recommendations from the last EPR 

The table summarises the measures taken for the remaining recommendations in which less 

progress has been achieved, the assessment of this progress is not so detailed and 

comprehensive, respectively. 

Recommendations Measures taken  

1. Evaluate the effectiveness and 

efficiency of the environmental 

taxes in achieving of the 

environmental objectives and their 

compliance with other economic 

instruments. 

See Box 1.1. 

2. Consider extending the annual 

road vehicle tax to private cars 

and link the tax rate to 

environmental performance, 

particularly regarding carbon and 

other emissions that may pose 

risks to human health in urban 

areas. 

Motor vehicle tax currently applies only to natural and legal persons 

who use a motor vehicle for business purposes. The tax rate is calculated 

for each vehicle based on engine volume or total weight and number of 

axles. In 2015, revenues from this tax amounted to EUR 142 million 

(0.18% of GDP), compared to EUR 132 million in 2012 (0.19% of 

GDP). Since 2016, according to the amendment to the Act, which takes 

into account the ecological aspect, the tax rates have been unified - they 

are not determined by their self-governing regions, but they are the same 

throughout Slovakia. The annual tax rate takes into account the age of 

the vehicle and has been reduced by 50% for hybrid, gas and hydrogen 

powered vehicles, and electric vehicles have been exempt from the tax. 

3. Periodically review the value 

added of the Environmental Fund 

and the Recycling Fund in terms of 

their economic efficiency and 

environmental effectiveness in 

meeting their objectives; 

considering the possibility of 

modifying the objectives and 

operation of these funds, including 

their phase out process. 

See Box 1.2. 

4. Strengthen the capacity to attract, 

absorb, and effectively allocate the 

EU funds to the environmental 

area. 

See Box 1.3. 

5. Build capacities for economic 

analysis supporting the 

development and implementation 

of the environmental policy; 

strengthen the co-operation 

between the Statistical Office of 

the Slovak Republic, the Ministry 

of Environment of the Slovak 

See Box 1.4. 
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Republic, and other involved 

ministries and organisations for 

the elaboration of environmental 

accounting. 

6. Improve general innovation 

capacity through greater support 

for higher education and 

international science and research 

co-operation; focus support on 

environmental research and 

development in selected areas and 

consider the use of incentives to 

increase the contribution of the 

private sector in this area; create 

innovative clusters or other 

mechanisms to promote intensive 

co-operation between public 

administrations at central and 

local level, international and 

national enterprises and 

universities and the financial 

sector, to support the development 

and dissemination of 

environmental technologies. 

See Box 1.5. 

7. Develop a new environmental 

strategy as an integral part of 

Slovakia's economic and social 

development strategy; ensure that 

environmental governance is 

stable, professional, efficient and 

open and committed to meeting 

ambitious environmental goals. 

See Box 2.1. 

8. Speed up the development of a 

comprehensive, user-friendly web-

based guide to environmental 

legislation that can facilitate 

compliance of the regulated 

community, especially energy- and 

pollution-intensive companies, 

with environmental requirements. 

Comprehensive collection of data and information on Integrated 

Environmental Pollution Prevention and Control (hereinafter only 

IEPPC), public awareness of data accessibility, and their provision to 

the EU bodies is ensured through the establishment of the IEPCC 

Information System accessible on the Internet (MoE SR website as well 

as www.enviroportal.sk and www.sizp.sk). It includes the Register of 

IEPPC Operations and Permits issued, the Register of Inspection 

Results, the Register of BAT Information and the Register of Authorised 

Persons. Part of the Enviroportal is also devoted to the current state of 

the adopted legislation at national and EU level, as well as the strategic 

and conceptual document adopted at both levels 

(http://enviroportal.sk/dokumenty-1). 

9. Further streamline and simplify 

environmental permitting and 

integrate inspection procedures; 

develop an explicit environmental 

enforcement policy that includes 

The integrated permitting process was updated in Act No. 39/2013 Coll. 

on Integrated Prevention and Control of Environmental Pollution 

(IEPPC Act), in co-operation with the SEI and the professionals in the 

area, so that the permitting process is as simple, clear, and effective, as 

http://www.enviroportal.sk/
http://enviroportal.sk/dokumenty-1
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enforcement priorities and policies 

for applying sanctions; strengthen 

compliance promotion efforts 

targeting small and medium-sized 

enterprises. 

possible. The obligations of entities are linked to sanctions, which are 

adequate to the extent of violation. 

The SR transposed the EU Industrial Emissions Directive in 2013 into 

an IEPPC Act, as the changes induced by the Directive were 

fundamental. By 2017, two amendments to the IEPPC Act were issued 

in order to improve and ensure compliance with the Directive and 

practice, and four amendments to other legislative acts that indirectly 

updated the IEPPC Act. 

In order to ensure the effective protection of the environment, a method 

for ultimate IEPCC operation execution was introduced and measures 

were specified to exclude the potential risks to human health or 

environmental pollution arising from the operation after definitive 

execution of the activities, and to bring the site into satisfactory 

condition. This will ensure the elimination of soil and groundwater 

contamination by hazardous substances that the operator has used, 

produced, or disposed. 

Furthermore, the Industrial Emissions Directive enabled granting of 

deviations from the emission limits compared to the BAT. They replaced 

the exceptions for operators who were unable to meet the emission limits 

and these exemptions were excessively prolonged. Adherence to BAT 

listed emission limits is generally stricter in comparison with the 

national legislation, and this has a positive impact on the environment. 

SEI performs environmental audits to control and enforce compliance 

with permit conditions by operators, environmental impact monitoring, 

emission monitoring and controls of the internal administration and 

follow-up documents, verification of their own monitoring, control of 

used techniques, and suitability of environmental management of the 

operation. The number of inspections carried out in the IEPPC section 

in the year 2012 was 213 and rose to 380 in the year 2015. The 

amendment to the Air Act of December 2017 introduces a new obligation 

for the SEI to carry out a monitoring program for larger medium 

combustion plants, for which more stringent emission limits will apply 

in the coming years. 

The long-term closure of the landfills was resolved in the amendment to 

the IEPPC Act by imposing an obligation for an operator to close down 

or reclaim a landfill or a part of it at the latest on the last day of the 

period specified in the permit issued on the basis of the application for 

consent, and this time limit must not be prolonged. High sanctions for 

non-compliance were also set. 

The amendment to the Act on the Collection, Preservation and 

Dissemination of Environmental Information contributed also to the 

simplification for operators under the IEPPC Act. The operator has the 

option of choosing the form of data reporting to the National Register of 

Pollution in written or electronic form, thereby eliminating the 

administrative burden. 

In connection with Article 13 of the EU Directive on Industrial 

Emissions, a BAT exchange forum between the member states, the 

sectors concerned, NGOs promoting environmental protection, and the 

Commission was established in 2011, to develop, review and, update the 

BAT reference documents, where necessary. To enhance awareness and 

exchange of information on BAT, the BAT Centre was set up in 2015 
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within the framework of the integrated prevention and control unit of 

SEI. The BAT also supports the operation of five technical working 

groups at the national level for selected sectors, and regularly organises 

a BAT forum event for the professional public and government 

administration. Since 2012, 13 BAT conclusions have been issued that 

are binding for Slovakia as an EU member state. 

10. Ensure that environmental impact 

assessment and strategic 

environmental assessment 

procedures are fully in line with 

EU requirements, particularly 

regarding public participation and 

access to justice. 

The majority of the statements, made by the European Commission, 

were addressed by the amendment to Act No. 24/2006 Coll. on 

Environmental Impact Assessment and on amendments to certain Acts 

(408/2011 Coll.), which came into force in 2011. In 2012, a further 

modification (448/2012 Coll.) was needed to define the specification of 

the changes in the strategic documents, with the fact that only the small 

changes of strategic documents can be subject to the examination 

procedure. This adjustment has been in effect since 1 January 2013. The 

European Commission, following the notification of the above-

mentioned amendments to the law on impact assessment, closed an 

infringement procedure against the SR. 

The Slovak Republic received a further call from the European 

Commission in 2013 on the implementation of Directive 2011/92/EC of 

the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011, on 

the assessment of the impacts of certain public and private projects on 

the environment (EIA Directive). Among the findings of the European 

Commission, the inadequate linking of the process of assessing the 

impact of the proposed activities with the subsequent authorisation 

procedures resonated in particular, as this creates a scope for 

disregarding the results of the impact assessment process, which cannot 

even guarantee the full protection of the rights of the public concerned 

already involved in this procedure, or interested in the outcome of 

environmental decision-making, respectively. 

The amendment to the Act on Impact Assessment was finalised in 2014 

with the adoption of Act No. 314/2014 Coll. in effect since 1 January 

2015. The main legislative amendments consisted of ensuring a respect 

for the results of the environmental impact assessment process, 

guaranteeing the full assurance of the rights of the affected public 

already participating in the assessment process, or interested in the 

outcome of environmental decision-making, respectively. For this 

reason, the amendment implements part of the requirements contained 

in the Convention on Access to Information, public participation in 

decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters (the 

Aarhus Convention), which are also incorporated in the content of 

Articles 6 and 7 of the EIA Directive. Under the amended Environmental 

Impact Assessment Act, the competent authorities have been obliged to 

issue binding opinions within the framework of the authorisation 

procedures for the proposed activities and their changes, which have 

been the subject of a mandatory assessment or examination proceeding. 

The aim of the Amendment to the Act on Impact Assessment (312/2016 

Coll.) was the comprehensive elimination of the transposition deficit 

against the EIA Directive, at the latest by the end of 2016 in terms of “ex 

ante conditionality” within the 2014-20 programming period, thus 

enabling the financial contributions from the European Commission’s 

funds for the Slovak Republic. 
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Other changes and amendments, made under the applicable 

Environmental Impact Assessment Act, were intended to transpose the 

Directive 2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 

16 April 2014, amending the Directive 2011/92/EU on Assessment of the 

impact of certain public and private projects on the environment. 

11. Establish a forum in which the 

Ministry of Environment and 

NGOs meet regularly with a view 

to strengthening dialogue and co-

operation. 

See Box 2.2. 

12. Develop cost-effective measures to 

reduce emissions from growing 

sectors (e.g. transport, residential 

heating), and to reduce potential 

health impacts in urban areas. 

See Box 2.3. 

13. Review and adjust the ten sub-

basin water management plans so 

as to increase synergies between 

policies (including those for 

agriculture, water supply and 

sanitation, landscape and land use 

planning, flood prevention, nature 

conservation, and climate change 

adaptation); complete institutional 

arrangements for river basin 

management with a view to 

assuring adequate consultation 

between stakeholders and effective 

implementation at the sub-basin 

level. 

See Box 2.4. 

14. Conduct a comprehensive 

evaluation of the current gap in 

water supply and sanitation 

infrastructure, the measures 

required to meet objectives, and 

their cost; on this basis devise a 

realistic strategy for achieving EU 

objectives for the water sector, 

particularly for wastewater 

treatment, including clear 

priorities, strategic financial 

planning for achieving objectives, 

and proposals for further 

institutional reform of the water 

management sector; identify 

measures to increase connections 

to the water and wastewater 

networks. 

See Box 2.5. 
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15. Strengthen measures to reduce 

flood risks and their impacts, 

emphasising preventive landscape 

and land use planning and low-

cost (ecosystem) options and 

technologies. 

The basic flood risk management strategic plan documents in the Slovak 

Republic, in the post-2015 period, are the Flood Risk Management 

Plans in sub-basins of the Slovak Republic (also described in 

Recommendation No. 13), which are also co-ordinated with the flood 

risk management plans of all states in the Danube and Vistula 

international catchment areas. They include the estimates of the flood 

damage and proposals for specific preventive measures in individual 

sub-basins and their prioritisation. The individual draft measures also 

include a description of the technical solution, ecosystem options, and 

environmental impact assessment. Reassessment and eventual updating 

of Flood Risk Management Plans will take place every six years (the 

first re-assessment scheduled for 2021). Currently, a re-assessment is 

being performed dealing with a preliminary evaluation of flood risk in 

the Slovak Republic. 

Flood Risk Management Plans are also in accordance with, and linked 

to, the National Climate Change Adaptation Strategy (from 2014), 

which also proposes adaptation measures for the water management 

sector. An updated Adaptation Strategy, which should be submitted for 

approval by the Government of Slovakia at the end of April 2018, is 

currently being prepared. 

The investment funds to a large extent depend on EU funds. In the 2007-

13 programming period, EU financial assistance has contributed to an 

increase in the territorial area with secured flood protection from 

5 800 km2 in 2004 to 6 286 km2 in 2015. The finances from the 

Operational Programme Environment were used for flood-protection 

measures in the country, to buy the equipment needed for rescue and 

safety work, to develop the maps of the flood threats and risks, and for 

creation of the Flood warning and forecasting system, POVAPSYS. 

Within the framework of the Environmental Fund calls in 2013-16, funds 

for the construction of flood-protection measures in the amount of 

EUR 5.25 million were used. The beneficiaries of subsidies are 

municipalities and state-owned enterprises, which come under the 

Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development, and Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak Republic. 

16. Review economic instruments 

applied to waste management with 

a view to increasing the incentive 

for waste minimisation, recovery, 

and diversion from landfill. 

See Box 2.6.  

17. Implement the state programme on 

contaminated sites, applying the 

polluter pays principle to site 

clean-up when appropriate; 

prioritise sites with the greatest 

risk to human health and the 

environment, and assure long-term 

funding for orphan site 

remediation. 

In Slovakia, there are 1 758 sites with an environmental burden, of which 

139 are confirmed environmental loads with the highest priority for 

solution. All of these locations are divided into three registers (A/B/C), 

depending on the priority level, which are available through the 

Environmental Load Information System (http://envirozataze.enviroportal.sk/). 

Within the framework of the National Program for the Remediation of 

Environmental Burdens for the period 2010-15, financial expenditures 

amounted to more than EUR 144 million, of which more than 

EUR 71 million were spent for recovery of industrial sites and 

contaminated land through OPE (source EU and SO) and almost 

EUR 1.628 million was provided to support 13 landfills, in the form of 

http://envirozataze.enviroportal.sk/


50 │ ENV/EPOC/WPEP(2018)6 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE REVIEWS 
For Official Use 

a subsidy from the Environmental Fund. In 2015, the Slovak 

Government approved a new National Program for the Remediation of 

Environmental Burdens for the years 2016-21, which follows the 

previous program. By 2021, it is planned to spend EUR 210 million on 

their removal, exploration, monitoring, and other related activities, 

mainly from European sources. Of the total amount, EUR 180 million 

will be used for the environmental burdens remediation itself. At 

present, the largest project is the rehabilitation of the Vrakuna landfill, 

with the costs reaching approximately EUR 30 million. The possible 

environmental burden can be reclassified to a confirmed environmental 

burden based on a survey where the main criterion is the risk 

classification. The order of implementation of remediation itself also 

depends on the risk analysis which, unlike the risk classification, is not 

freely available and cannot easily be quantified. Another factor 

determining the order of remediation is the preparedness of the project 

and the ability of the organisation specified for rehabilitation to actually 

perform it.  

One of the main principles of the National Program for the Remediation 

of Environmental Burdens is the "polluter pays" principle. Since all 

environmental burdens arose more than ten years ago, it is largely the 

case that the original owner or legal successor no longer exists and the 

remediation is paid by the state. In Europe, it is estimated that about 

35% of remediation costs come from the public sector. The share of the 

remediation costs coming from the public and the private sector is 

uncertain in Slovakia since the proceedings for determining the obliged 

entity were carried out only on part of the sites and the state only started 

to rehabilitate the first sites from public expenditures in 2015. In the 

case of several large private entities, their obligation to eliminate the 

environmental burdens arises from the law, or they are designated as 

the liable entity and they have fulfilled the correspondent obligation, or 

they are still fulfilling it. Under EU regulation, Slovakia will adopt an 

amendment to the act related to the environmental burdens under which 

the state will be entitled to a difference in the price of the land before 

and after remediation, carried out on the private land. 

18. Develop a comprehensive strategy 

for protected areas in line with the 

Natura 2000 objective, involving 

all relevant stakeholders and 

taking account of the benefits and 

costs of different options; further 

develop the monitoring and 

information system for nature and 

biodiversity protection. 

See Box 2.7. 

19. Expand the use of existing 

economic instruments for 

biodiversity protection and 

develop new tools, particularly 

payments for ecosystem services. 

The MoE SR relies to some extent on economic instruments in achieving 

the objectives of its nature and biodiversity protection policy. The main 

instruments used are payments (financial compensation, financial 

contributions, buying out the protected land), fees, and penalties. Apart 

from the tools used by the MoE SR, Slovakia applies real estate tax 

allowances, payments to owners or landholders (as part of the EU co-

financed agricultural policy support, regional development policy, and 

cohesion policy), and cross-subsidies through the Environmental Fund. 
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There are no environmental taxes in relation to nature and biodiversity. 

Slovakia needs to evaluate the services provided by ecosystems and their 

services with regard to possible payments for these services. 

Envirostrategy 2030 and Environmental Expenditure Review (2017) 

assess the situation and set targets for the sustainable use of ecosystem 

services, namely: 

 All ecosystem services will be taken into account equally and will 

be also reflected in the national accounting system. Ecosystem 

services will be evaluated, quantified, and taken into account for 

investment activities and policy-making. Creation of the 

comprehensive evaluation system of the ecosystem services and the 

possibilities of their sustainable exploitation will be also supported 

and the possibilities of their monetisation will be considered. For 

example, the estimates of the ecosystem services of the Velká Fatra 

Park, the localities of Slovak Paradise, and Muránska Planina were 

carried out along with the willingness of visitors to pay for access 

to the National Park of Tatras. 

 In the long term, a sustainable nature-conservation financing 

system should be established using also the resources outside the 

national budget and the EU. New funding methods will be 

introduced on the basis of the best practice analysis from abroad, 

for example, by introducing an entry fee into protected areas, by the 

economic activity of protected area administrations, by the 

introduction of spa equivalent fees for staying in national parks, by 

the sale of licenses to carry out environmentally acceptable 

economic activities in these territories, by a membership in a park 

friends club, by adoption programs, and so on. 

20. Better integrate landscape 

protection into land use planning; 

explore ways in which the tourism 

sector could provide payments for 

the services provided by landscape 

management; develop a valuation 

methodology to provide a basis for 

estimating payments to landowners 

and farmers for the ecological 

services they provide. 

Envirostrategy 2030 and Environmental Expenditure Review also 

formulate the objectives for an integrated concept of landscape 

protection and involvement of the landowners, namely: 

 An integrated concept of landscape protection will be developed on 

the basis of the European Landscape Convention. The 

characteristic forms of the landscape in accordance with the 

historical and natural context will be preserved and revitalised. The 

concept will also include the so-called road-less territories in the 

landscape that are necessary for conservation of the species and 

habitats requiring larger undisturbed areas. Besides the nature 

outside the protected areas and the landscape features, the above 

concept will also cover land use planning and will regulate the use 

of the land in and near cities. A landscape revitalisation program 

will be implemented to restore the ecosystem functions, ecological 

connectivity, and ecological stability of the landscape. Landscape 

diversity will be increased and further fragmentation will be 

avoided by taking into account corridors linking ecologically 

important territories also important for the migration of species, 

especially large beasts. The protection, planning and management 

of the landscape will be ensured with the participation of the public, 

local authorities, and the third sector.  

 The measures proposed in the nature and landscape protection 

documentation and territorial environmental stability systems will 

provide the binding basis for land-use planning and land 
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consolidation processes. Documentation containing proposals for 

landscape-building elements, including land consolidation and 

land-use planning projects, will be integrated and will include the 

concept of green infrastructure.  

 Limitation of normal management for landowners in protected 

areas can be compensated in five legal ways; the exchange of the 

land for another suitable land owned by the state (not always 

possible), the rent of land, the purchase of land by the state, 

contractual care, and financial compensation. Currently, from the 

above options, the primary way is financial compensation paid by 

the Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic, which may be 

requested, for example, by non-state forest owners in the non-

intervention zone, who have not been granted an exception from 

timber harvesting after the windstorm. Since 2013, these 

expenditures have represented an average of about EUR 2 million 

per year, and on a year-on-year basis, they have an increasing 

tendency. Other forms of compensation are currently applied only 

marginally, e.g., within the Slovak Paradise National Park. By 

gradual zoning of other territories, the need for funds from the 

resources of the MoE SR will increase. 

21. Establish clear priorities for 

international environmental co-

operation and strengthen related 

capacities. 

See Box 3.1. 

22. Strengthen implementation of 

ratified multilateral environmental 

agreements, and promote better 

co-ordination and communication 

among ministries, state agencies, 

and other stakeholders involved 

(for example, in relation to the 

Convention on Biological 

Diversity and the Stockholm 

Convention). 

See Box 3.2. 

23. Strengthen bilateral and regional 

co-operation for the protection of 

transboundary waters, and 

promote implementation of the 

Danube River Basin Management 

Plan. 

The Slovak Republic has a longstanding tradition (decades) in co-

operation with neighbouring countries on the protection of the 

transboundary waters. Collaboration covers all important aspects of 

water protection and management in a given cross-border area (quality 

and quantity of water, status of water, warning systems, hydrological 

forecasting, stream-bed regulation, navigation, etc.). These activities 

are conducted in line with EU water policy (co-operation with the 

neighbouring countries, and EU member states). The results and 

progress achieved are recorded in the minutes of the individual working 

groups meetings, as well as in the protocols of the border waters 

commissions. 

The main role of stakeholders in the Convention on the Protection and 

Use of the Danube River is the implementation of the Water Framework 

Directive and the Directive on the Evaluation and Management of Flood 

Risks. 
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The SR actively co-operates within the activities of the International 

Commission for the Protection of the Danube River. The results are 

published on the website, www.icpdr.org.  

24. Further strengthen inspection and 

enforcement of trade-related 

environmental conventions, 

remove legal obstacles to imposing 

penalties for infringement of 

CITES on Slovak territory, and 

continue programmes for training 

judges and prosecutors in 

environmental matters. 

At the beginning of 2013, an amendment to the Act on the Protection of 

Wild Fauna and Wild Flora Species started by regulating trade with 

them, introducing new administrative fees, and removing legal barriers 

to the imposition of fines for offences and administrative delinquencies 

in CITES.  

At border crossings, customs authorities are responsible for law 

enforcement in the area of CITES. The inland responsibility is with the 

Slovak Environmental Inspectorate (4 Inspectorates) and 72 District 

offices (Environmental Care Departments). All the above mentioned 

authorities have the power to impose fines, to safeguard illegally kept 

specimens and subsequently seize them or forfeit for the benefit of the 

state. Crime offences in the CITES area are dealt with by the 

Department of Hazardous Materials Detection and Environmental 

Crime at the Presidium of the Police Corps of the Ministry of Interior. 

In order to make the fight against illegal trade with endangered species 

more effective, the Slovak Government approved the National Action 

Plan of the SR for the period 2014-19. In accordance with the action 

plan, an inter-ministerial body was established, combining the police, 

the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic as the SR CITES 

Executive, the customs authorities, the SEI, and the veterinary and tax 

authorities. While taking into account the trends in illegal trade, it 

determines the half-year priorities to which the checks are targeted. The 

effectiveness of SIE controls has increased to about 50% since 2015 (i.e., 

half of the checks revealed the violation of the legislation). The number 

of CITES infringements detected by customs authorities increased twice 

between 2012 and 2016 compared to the period 2002-11. The regular 

training of control and law enforcement authorities contribute also to 

the more effective control of CITES legislation. The training of judges 

and prosecutors, training of customs authorities (6), SIE and district 

offices (18), continued in the period 2012-16. 

25. Increase official development 

assistance, and its environmental 

component in line with EU 

commitments. 

See Box 3.3. 

26. Consolidate the inter-institutional 

co-operation platform and extend 

its activities to the strategic design 

and assessment of climate change, 

energy and transport policies; 

strengthen the system to monitor 

implementation of GHG emission 

reduction policy measures, 

extending it to their related 

financial and economic costs, with 

a view to assessing and improving 

overall cost-effectiveness. 

See Box 4.1. 

http://www.icpdr.org/
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27. Regularly assess the efficiency and 

effectiveness of mechanisms to 

support renewable energy sources, 

considering their environmental 

and economic implications, the 

impacts of feed-in tariffs on 

electricity prices, and the potential 

overlap among different forms of 

support; decrease feed-in tariffs in 

line with technological progress 

and phase out all support schemes 

for renewable energies as they 

become competitive with 

conventional energy sources; 

further streamline administrative 

and permitting procedures for the 

installation of renewable energy 

plants. 

See Box 4.2. 

28. Improve the effectiveness of 

Slovakia’s participation in the EU 

ETS and use of the Kyoto Protocol 

flexible mechanisms by ensuring 

transparency of transfers of 

emission allowances and revenue 

use and fully implementing the 

Green Investment Scheme. 

Article 18 of the Slovak Act No. 414/2012 Coll. on Emission Allowances 

Trading defines the areas for use of revenues from auctions and 

revenues from the flexible Kyoto Protocol mechanisms. In 2013, 

Slovakia sold 7 million AAU to Spain. The proceeds were used to launch 

the SlovSEFF III Green Program, which supports projects to increase 

the energy effectiveness in industry, increase energy efficiency in 

residential homes, and support the projects using renewable energy 

sources. More information about the program and implemented projects 

is available on the webpage: www.slovseff.eu/index.php/en/ 

For the second period of the Kyoto Protocol (2013-20), Slovakia in not 

considering using flexible mechanisms to fulfil its commitments. 

29. Continue to gradually phase out 

coal subsidies and tax concessions 

for energy use by households and 

in energy-intensive industries with 

a view to encouraging changes in 

energy-consumption patterns and 

contributing to fiscal 

consolidation. 

Primary energy intensity in Slovakia declined at a rapid pace (by 50.8% 

between 2005 and 2015), although in absolute terms it remains almost 

double the EU average. The high energy intensity is caused mainly by 

the high share of energy-intensive industry in Slovakia.  

The topic of economy decarbonisation will be analysed by the Low-

carbon Growth Study of the Slovak Republic, which is prepared by IEP 

at the MoE SR in co-operation with the World Bank. The Study will 

assess the economy development scenarios (ideally by 2050) and 

identify the most effective measures in terms of costs and revenues. This 

study will serve as background document for elaboration of the Low-

carbon Strategy of the Slovak Republic. The Study should be published 

in mid-2018 and the Low-carbon Strategy, as a strategic document, 

should be ready in 2019. The resulting analytical document will then be 

followed by corresponding legislative measures. 

A strategic document defining the main objectives and priorities of the 

energy sector by 2035 with a long-term outlook until 2050, is the new 

Energy Policy approved by the Slovak Government in 2014. Its aim is to 

contribute to the sustainable growth of the national economy and 

competitiveness through the provision of sustainable Slovak power 

engineering. 

http://www.slovseff.eu/index.php/en/
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In 2012, the updated Energy Efficiency Concept of Buildings with the 

view to 2020 was adopted, the main objective of which is to create 

conditions for improving the energy efficiency of the buildings in the SR 

through setting of the objectives, priorities, and systematic steps, and 

their fulfilment by setting of budget-wise and incentive measures, 

programs, and tasks, which should contribute to achieving a significant 

use of existing potential for possible energy savings and hence the 

negative environmental impacts associated with its production. 

30. Consider restructuring taxes on 

energy products used in sectors 

not covered by the EU ETS by 

including a CO2 tax component; 

consider raising the tax rate on 

diesel with a view to making the 

tax treatment of automotive fuels 

consistent with climate change 

objectives. 

See Box 4.3. 

31. Extend to cars the existing 

distance-based and emission-

differentiated road tolls applied to 

heavy goods vehicles. 

The system of electronic toll collection has been in place in the Slovak 

Republic since 2010. Since 2014, the new tolling law has come into force 

along with the introduction of toll rates. The decisive factor for the toll 

calculation is the type of defined leg of the route, vehicle category, 

number of vehicle axles, and the vehicle EURO emission classification. 

The legislation adopted makes full provision for the “polluter pays” 

principle. Charging of vehicles subject to toll collection (vehicles 

exceeding the weight of 3.5 tonnes) is differentiated according to the 

EURO emission classes, with vehicles in the higher EURO classes being 

charged at a lower toll rate compared to the vehicles classified as 

heavier air pollutants. 

In 2017, the European Commission presented a proposal for a Directive 

on the Charging of Heavy Goods Vehicles for Use of Certain Transport 

Infrastructure, which proposes to introduce a differentiation of the 

charges according to CO2 emissions. However, Slovakia does not agree 

with the above with regard to the fact that the certification of CO2 

emissions is only in its initial phase and it is difficult to estimate its final 

starting points. Differentiation based on EURO emission classes is 

considered to be optimal and fair and, in terms of environmental 

protection, sufficient.  

Slovakia does not contemplate at the moment the introduction of tolls 

for passenger cars, especially considering the historical specifics of 

road charging in the Slovak Republic given the economic and social 

situation, as well as the relatively high costs to the public sector related 

to this step. The Slovak Republic is of the opinion that it is necessary to 

apply the toll, in particular, to heavy goods vehicles, as these vehicles 

represent a significant source of air pollution. 

32. Speed up modernisation of rail 

infrastructure, improve public 

transport services and develop 

alternative modes to road 

transport. 

One of the solutions to a sustainable transport system is electromobility, 

which is currently perceived as a forward-looking alternative mode of 

road transport. Therefore, the Strategy for the Development of 

Electromobility in the Slovak Republic and its Impact on the National 

Economy, adopted by the Government of the Slovak Republic in 2015, 
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represents an important step for Slovakia on the way to reducing the 

negative impacts of transportation on the environment. 

At the end of 2016, the MoE SR, in co-operation with the Ministry of 

Economy of the Slovak Republic, prepared the “National Political 

Framework for Development of the Alternative Fuels Market", approved 

by the Slovak Government. Based on this, a support scheme for electric 

and hybrid vehicles (from November 2016 to December 2017) was 

adopted – the reimbursement of buyer costs up to EUR 3 000 for hybrid 

drive and EUR 5 000 for electric drive. In total, EUR 5.2 million were 

allocated to the project. There are plans to support municipalities and 

local authorities in the transition to electromobility transport and in the 

construction of the charging stations for electromobiles. For the future, 

a more conceptual plan is considered also for the support of 

electromobility in the Slovak Republic, which is co-operated by the 

ministries (Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of 

Transport, Construction, and Regional Development, Ministry of 

Finances, Ministry of Interior) and stakeholders involved in the 

electromobility industry. 

The MoE SR also supported the introduction of new buses powered by 

CNG in Bratislava. The annual tax rate has been reduced since 2016 by 

50% for hybrid, gas, and hydrogen powered vehicles, and electric 

vehicles have been exempt from the tax. 

The Strategy for the Development of Public Passenger Transport was 

approved in 2014 as part of the Strategic Transport Infrastructure 

Development Plan and aims to describe a real, current state of public 

passenger transport, identify the causes of this situation, and outline 

future development options. The strategy focuses on local and regional 

public passenger transport in order to ensure sustainable urban and 

regional mobility. 

The Ministry of Transport and Construction of the Slovak Republic also 

plans to build new CNG and LNG filling stations, located in the Slovak 

Republic, using the EU Connecting Europe Facilities financial scheme. 

Under the current operational program, the Integrated Infrastructure 

for the period 2014-20, the ministry plans to electrify the Devínska Nová 

Ves – Marchegg route within the Twin City Rail project, further the 

Bánovce nad Ondavou – Humenné routes, and Haniska pri Košiciach - 

Moldava nad Bodvou routes.  

The Slovak Government approved, by Resolution No. 223/2013, the 

National Strategy for the Development of Cycling and Cycling-based 

Tourism in the Slovak Republic (Cyclostrategy). It includes 30 measures 

aimed at developing cycling transportation and cycling based tourism 

in the Slovak Republic, including measures to promote sustainable 

mobility in communities. The Permanent Financial Mechanism for the 

Implementation of the Cyclostrategy, approved by the Slovak 

Government in 2014, deals with the financing of the implementation of 

the measures.  

In the 2014-20 programming period, further modernisation of the 

railroads is also being considered. Modernisation will be preceded by a 

feasibility study to analyse the current state of the railway 

infrastructure. Subsequently, alternatives (technical solutions) that will 

take into account overall socio-economic efficiency, environmental 
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impacts, risks, and viability will be developed, assessed, and 

recommended on this basis. The outcome of the study should be a 

selection of the most appropriate variant for upgrading of the railway 

lines in order to improve them, so as to achieve higher speed, efficiency, 

safety, and reliability of the railway infrastructure, as well as the 

convenience and attractiveness of the railways. 

The implemented and ongoing railway infrastructure projects include 

the modernisation of the Púchov – Považská Teplá railway line; Dolný 

Hricov – Žilina line; Bratislava transport hub (currently in the 

feasibility study phase); Žilina transport hub (currently in the 

completion phase of the project preparation). 

33. Promote voluntary farm 

management plans in which 

environmental objectives going 

beyond national requirements 

would be eligible for additional 

support; promote fertiliser and 

manure management plans at the 

farm level in nitrate vulnerable 

zones. 

See Box 5.1. 

34. Consider how environmental 

outcomes could be better targeted 

in payments under the harmonised 

rural development programme, 

including Natura 2000 payments, 

other agri-environmental 

payments, and payments to 

maintain farming in less-favoured 

areas. 

See Box 5.2 

35. Strengthen incentives for more 

environmentally sound 

agricultural practices by 

accelerating the identification of 

landowners and the development 

of the land market. 

Since 1995, the Slovak Republic has been in the process of establishing 

the evidence of legal relations to original real estate under Act 

No. 180/1995 Coll., by compiling registers of the renewed record-

keeping of land (so-called RRRL). At present, it can be said that the task 

is fulfilled to 99.44%. Of the total 3 542 registers, 3 522 registers are 

completed. In total, since 1991, some 435 projects of “complex” real-

estate consolidation have been started, amounting to more than 418 ha 

of land, of which 410 land consolidation projects have been completed.  

Thus, landowners are identified in the Slovak Republic. However, the 

extreme fragmentation of land ownership in the Slovak Republic 

requires an increased rate of land consolidation because the 

development of land market will not be promoted before land 

consolidation. The MARD prepared an amendment to Act No. 140/2014 

on the acquisition of agricultural land. Thus, the MARD concluded the 

identification of landowners and is preparing to intensify the land 

consolidation process in Slovakia. The MARD SR has begun and is still 

preparing the legislative instruments to support the development of land 

market. 
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Annex B. Table of selected indicators 

 1 
 

BASIC STATISTICS OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC (2016 or latest available year)* 

(OECD values in parentheses)
a
 

              

PEOPLE AND SOCIETY 

Population (million) 5,4 (1 286) 

 

Population density per km
2
 111 (35) 

Share of population by type of region:    

 

Population compound annual growth rate, latest 5 
years 

0,1 (0,6) 

Predominantly urban (%) 12 (48) 

 

Income inequality (Gini coefficient) 0,25 (0,32) 

Intermediate (%) 51 (27) 

 

Poverty rate (% of population with less than 50% med. 
income) 

8 (11) 

Rural (%) 37 (25)   Life expectancy 76,7 (80,1) 

ECONOMY AND EXTERNAL ACCOUNTS 

Total GDP (EUR, billion)  81  

 

Imports of goods and services (% of GDP) 91 (29) 

Total GDP (USD, billion, current PPPs)  166 (53 867) 

 

Main exports (% of total merchandise exports)   
GDP compound annual real growth rate, latest 5 years 3,4 (1,8) 

 

Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling-stock, 
and parts and accessories thereof 

27,0  

GDP per capita (1 000 USD current PPPs) 31 (42) 

 

Electrical machinery and equipment and parts 
thereof; sound recorders and reproducers, television 
image and sound recorders and reproducers, and 
parts and accessories of such articles 

20,6  

Value added shares (%)   

 

Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical 
appliances; parts thereof 

12,3  

Agriculture 4 (2) 

 

Main imports (% of total merchandise exports)   
Industry including construction 35 (25) 

 

Electrical machinery and equipment and parts 
thereof; sound recorders and reproducers, television 
image and sound recorders and reproducers, and 
parts and accessories of such articles 

20,1  

Services 62 (73) 

 

Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling-stock, 
and parts and accessories thereof 

14,6  

Exports of goods and services (% of GDP) 93 (29) 

  

Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical 
appliances; parts thereof 

12,5   

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

Percentage of GDP 

Expenditure 42 (41) 

 

Education expenditure 4,2 (5,2) 

Revenue 40 (38) 

 

Health expenditure 7,2 (7,8) 

Gross financial debt 59 (112) 

 

Environmental protection expenditure 1,0 (0,5) 

Fiscal balance -2 -(3) 

 

Environmental taxes:   (% of GDP) 1,7 (1,6) 

                                            (% of total tax revenue) 5,6 (5,2) 

LABOUR MARKET, SKILLS AND INNOVATION 

Unemployment rate (% of civilian labour force) 9,7 (6,3) 

 

Patent applications in environment-related technologies 
(% of all technologies)

b
 

10,4 (10,9) 

Tertiary educational attainment of 25-to-64 year-olds (%) 22 (36) 

 

Environmental management 5,2 (4,3) 

Gross expenditure on R&D, % of GDP 1,2 (2,4) 

 

Water-related adaptation technologies 1,1 (0,5) 

        Climate change mitigation technologies 8,3 (8,6) 

ENVIRONMENT 

Energy intensity:    TPES per capita (toe/cap.) 3,0 4,1 

 

Road vehicle stock (veh./100 inhabitants)   
TPES per GDP (toe/1 000 USD, 2010 PPPs) 0,11 (0,11) 

 

Water stress (abstraction as % of available resources) 1 (9,7) 

Renewables (% of TPES) 9,7 (9,7) 

 

Water abstraction per capita (m
3
/cap./year) 106 (812) 

Carbon intensity (energy-related CO2):   

 

Municipal waste per capita, (kg/capita) 329 (520) 

per capita (t/cap.) 5,4 (9,2) 

 

Material productivity (USD, 2010 PPPs/DMC, kg) 2,3 (1,9) 
per GDP (t/1 000 USD, 2010 PPP) 0,19 (0,24) 

 

Land area (1 000 km
2
) 48 (34 

404) 
GHG intensity:

c
   

 

% of arable land and permanent crops 29 (12) 

per capita (t/cap.) 7,6 (12) 

 

% of permanent meadows and pastures 11 (23) 
per GDP (t/1 000 USD, 2010 PPP) 0,27 (0,32) 

 

% of  forest area 40 (31) 
Mean population exposure to air pollution (PM2.5), μg/m

3
 22,5 (14,5) 

  
% of other land (built-up and other land) 20 

(33) 

 

 
 

      

       

* Values earlier than 2010 are not taken into consideration.  
a) OECD value: where the OECD aggregate is not provided in the source database, a simple OECD average of the latest available data is calculated.  
b) Higher-value inventions that have sought patent protection in at least two jurisdictions. Average of latest three years. 
c) Excluding emissions/removals from land use, land-use change and forestry.  
Source : Calculations based on data extracted from databases of the OECD, IEA/OECD, EUROSTAT and the World Bank.  
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